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HAPPY BIRTHDAY, EARTH DAY!



April 22, 2015 marked the 45th anniversary 
of Earth Day.  
Here is a reprint of an article by the late 
Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson (1916-
2005) explaining the purpose of Earth Day, 
and how it started.  Enjoy!

What was the purpose of Earth 
Day? How did it start? These 
are the questions I am most 
frequently asked. 

Actually, the idea for Earth 
Day evolved over a period of 
seven years starting in 1962. 
For several years, it had been 
troubling me that the state 

of our environment was simply a non-issue in 
the politics of the country. Finally, in November 
1962, an idea occurred to me that was, I thought, 
a virtual cinch to put the environment into the 
political “limelight” once and for all. The idea was 
to persuade President Kennedy to give visibility 
to this issue by going on a national conservation 
tour. I flew to Washington to discuss the proposal 
with Attorney General Robert Kennedy, who liked 
the idea. So did the President. The President 
began his five-day, eleven-state conservation 
tour in September 1963. For many reasons the 
tour did not succeed in putting the issue onto the 
national political agenda. However, it was the 
germ of the idea that ultimately flowered into 
Earth Day. 

 see Earth Day on page 10
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Raining Beauty
by Sara Ziegenfuss, Stormwater Management

As the summer heats up and the 
weather dries out, many people 
will begin watering lawns to help 
their landscape survive the heat.  
Unfortunately, over watering, 

inefficient irrigation systems, and runoff during 
the summer months can waste nearly 70% of the 
water applied to the yard.  With the average 
lawn needing up to 10,000 gallons of water per 
year, how can a homeowner maintain a beautiful 
landscape while conserving water?  With a rain 
garden!

A rain garden is a shallow depression made in the 
yard or landscaping generally at the lowest point 
of the yard that is planted with deep-rooted 
native plants and grasses that absorb, filter, and 
reduce the flow of stormwater runoff from the 
property and hold moisture in the soil.  It is not a 
water garden, wetland, or pond in that it will dry 
out between precipitation events. 

see Raining Beauty on page 11
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Building Bridges Through Engagement 
by Malcolm Varner, LMSW, Dallas Public Library

At the Dallas Public Library (DPL) 
staff, led by director Jo Giudice, 
and customers are experiencing 
the possibilities of leadership that 
dares to stretch beyond traditional 
expectations of librarians and library 

services. And thus far, the results have been amazing! 

Library customers are finding jobs, gaining access 
to important resources such as emergency shelters, 
learning how to play the keyboard, discovering their 
creative side through photography in downtown 
Dallas, and realizing the benefits of having someone 
who cares simply listen to them – a vital need that 
most of us probably take for granted. On the other 
hand, staff are growing and being challenged in new 
directions as well. They are witnessing individuals 
develop their talents, building their own confidence 
and skills with respect to engagement techniques 
through workshops, and developing relationships with 
customers over a hot cup of coffee. These rewarding 
experiences are redefining community at DPL and 
can be summarized in three simple words: Homeless 
Engagement Initiative (HEI). 

Today, many urban libraries serve as de facto day 
shelters due to the harsh realities of homelessness 
that entail a lack of accessible and welcoming spaces 
in cities for persons without a physical home. It is now 
going on two years since DPL implemented its positive 
response to this reality – Engagement. A series of 
Coffee & Conversation events, started by Jasmine 
Africawala, Community Engagement Administrator, 
provided customers and staff with the opportunity 

to converse and bond over 
coffee and cookies. Ultimately 
through these conversations 
and a Community Engagement 
assessment, a blueprint was 

created that outlined engagement activities to meet 
the needs and interests of customers experiencing 
homelessness as well as anyone else who wanted to 
share in the community-building. Programs such as 
Game Day, Urban Photography, Throwback Thursday 
Movie Days, Music Classes, and Computer Classes 
were implemented. In the same vein, a podcast 
called Street View was started as a means to elicit 
broader community conversations on the topic of 
homelessness and highlight key players and resources 
in the local Continuum of Care for homeless services.

see Building Bridges on page 13

Ozone Action Plan
by Kevin Overton, Air Quality, Environmental Quality

When fellow employees find out I work 
for OEQ, their response is usually a 
question.  Sometimes something 
specific and sometimes something 
“big picture”.  A popular “big picture” 
picture is, “what is the city doing to 

prevent air pollution?”  That’s a tough question to 
answer in an elevator speech.  The short answer?  The 
City is doing quite a lot to prevent air pollution.  The 
longer answer?  The City is working to cut emissions 
from energy sources through the energy reduction 
and green buildings programs; from transportation by 
adding more hybrid, all electric, and alternative fuel 
vehicles to our fleet every year.  While these programs 
are certainly worth mentioning, we often overlook 
the City of Dallas Ozone Action Plan.

Before we look more closely at the Ozone Action 
Plan, let’s review the Air Quality Index (AQI).  The AQI 
shows the severity of ozone air pollution, based on 
concentration in parts per billion (ppb), according a 
color-coded index and the actions needed to protect 
health.  Check your local ozone at www.airnow.gov

see Ozone on page 14 
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BATTERIES            OIL/OIL FILTERS             LATEX PAINT            ANTIFREEZE
The BOPA mobile will accept ONLY the following items:

Containers larger than 5 gallons will NOT be accepted.
No more than 50 pounds of batteries can be dropped off per day.

No more than 25 gallons of latex paint, oil or antifreeze can be dropped off per day.

This service is made possible by: 
County of Dallas, City of Dallas, Cities of the Dallas Area, and the Household Hazardous Waste Network

For more information, go to dontwastetoday.com or call 214-670-4475.

FREE to residents

of the following

cities and areas:

(Please bring

driver’s license

and a utility bill

as proof

of residence.)

Addison

Dallas

De Soto

Duncanville

Farmers Branch

Garland

Highland Park

Irving

Mesquite

Richardson

Rowlett

Sachse

Seagoville

Sunnyvale

University Park

Unincorporated

Dallas County

COLLECTION
BATTERIES                        OIL                        PAINT                        ANTIFREEZE

2015
TIME

 Rain or Shine!
DATE LOCATION 

* On April 11 residents can bring the BOPA and other Household Hazardous Waste.

February 14              Texas A&M AgriLife Research & Extension Center, 17360 Coit Rd.              8 a.m. - 11 a.m.

March 14                  Parking Lot at 5639 Forest Lane                                                                            8 a.m. - 11 a.m.

April 11 *                  Southwest Center Mall, 3662 W. Camp Wisdom Rd.                                        9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

May 9  Home Depot, 2610 Fort Worth Ave.                                                                      8 a.m. - 11 a.m.

June 13                     Texas A&M AgriLife Research & Extension Center, 17360 Coit Rd.            8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 

July 11                       DFW Distribution, 3636 N. Buckner Blvd.                                                    8 a.m. - 11 a.m.

August 8                   Southwest Center Mall, 3662 W. Camp Wisdom Rd.                                   8 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Sept 12                     Parking Lot at 5639 Forest Lane                                                         8 a.m. - 11 a.m.

Publication No. 14/15 - 31



From Bare To Beautiful: Texas SmartScape 
by Sara Ziegenfuss, Stormwater Management

Spring is here and many homeowners 
are preparing to give their lawns a 
face lift.

Are you ready to take your lawn 
from bare to beautiful? If so, do it the Texas 
SmartScape way! One of the best ways to make 
over your lawn is to add native Texas plants that 
will survive the long, hot, and dry summer.  Not 
only are these plants drought tolerant, they 
are low maintenance, and require less water 
and fertilizers.  Many local nurseries sell native 
and adaptive plants; some proudly avoid using 
herbicides and insecticides that harm bees and 
other pollinators, and promote organic methods 
to keeping plants, yards, and wildlife healthy. 
A great resource to learn about native and 
adaptive plants is the Texas SmartScape website, 
www.txsmartscape.com, where you will find a 
plant database which allows you to search plants 
by color, type, or height.  The database will give 
you a picture and brief description of the plant 
and tell you what types of wildlife it attracts. 

Spring is also the time of year when many 
homeowners apply fertilizers to their lawns to 
help their grass grow. Different fertilizers contain 
different nutrients to promote growth. A word 
of caution: Do not apply any fertilizer until you 
know what nutrients your lawn needs! The best 
way to determine what type of fertilizer is best 
for your lawn is to conduct a soil test which will 
tell you if your lawn is nutrient deficient or has 
an unbalanced pH/pOH.  

see SmartScape on page 13

Staying Severe Weather Savvy
by Brandi Kelp, Sustainability, Environmental Quality

Preparing ahead of time for a 
severe weather event can mean 
the difference between life and 
death. It can also reduce the 
occurrence of injuries, as well as 

property damage. Recognizing when an event is 
about to occur is a critical component of 
preparedness, and understanding some basic 
science behind severe weather will help you 
understand what may be heading your way.

Texas has seen its fair share of 
storms this spring, with hail, 
high winds, and tornadoes. 
Although scientists are still 
trying to ascertain exactly 
how tornadoes form, there 

are signs that forecasters and professional storm 
spotters look for to help them identify potentially 
dangerous storms. One of the most well-known 
signs is the wall cloud, however, it is not always 
present before tornado formation. 

A “hook echo” describes a pattern in radar 
reflectivity images that looks like a hook 
extending from the radar echo, usually in the 
right-rear part of the storm (relative to the 
motion of the storm). - NOAA National Severe 
Storms Laboratory (NSSL)

For a full list of warning signs, visit the NSSL site: 
http://www.nssl.noaa.gov

While severe weather can be awe-inspiring, it 
can also be deadly. Although it may be tempting 
to go on your own storm-chasing mission, this is 
extremely dangerous. Unless you drive an armor-
plated vehicle 
equipped with 
radar, the best 
thing to do 
during a severe 
storm is to find 
shelter. 

see Weather Savvy on page 11

Meet the DOW (Doppler on Wheels), 
one of the vehicles used by the Center 
for Severe Weather Research
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For more ideas or information, visit the links below!
Basement Band: 
5 crafty things to make from neckties
Turn a necktie into a flower lapel pin  

Kitchen King:
Pros and cons of bamboo cutting boards

Lord of the Lawn:
Introduction to reel mowers
Five reasons to switch to a reel mower

Dapper Dad:
Beard-oil and moustache wax recipes

Father Nature:
Find a green camping tent

Motor Man:
Dallas County Home Chemical Collection
Recycling oil
Pet-safe antifreeze
Eco-friendly car washing

Home Brew Duo:
Home brew beginners information
Where to fill a growler in Dallas

Digital Dad:
Eliminate “energy vampires”
Turn books into docking stations
Green office furniture
2015 EnergyStar ™ run down

I Don’t Need Anything Dad
Take Dad out for a nice dinner at a local restaurant 
that sources organic food from local growers.  This 
will support your local economy, local farmers, 
and give you and Dad some quality time to talk 
about all the wonder stuff you’ve been doing.

Father’s DayMother’s Day
Garden Gal:
How to build a garden

Masterpiece Mom:
Craft supplies made from recycled materials
Unravel sweaters for yarn
Cats in hats knitting patterns

Fashionista Mom:
Eco-friendly online fashion
Local Dallas thrift stores

Master Chef Mom:
Find a farmers market
Build a bamboo knife block
Bottle wind chime

Pet Wise Parents:
Home-made pet beds
Green pet waste bags

DIY Woman:
EnergyStar™ power tools
How VOC paint is made

Crossfit Couple:
Eco-friendly men’s gear
Eco-friendly foam roller
Eco-friendly women’s gear
Eco-friendly yoga mat

I Don’t Need Anything Mom
Bring Mom to any one of the local museums on 
Mother’s Day and spend the day taking in the 
attractions.  Afterward, bring her on a nice picnic 
at a local park.  While there, serve her a nice 
home-cooked meal made with fresh ingredients 
from our local farmers while resting on a one-of-
a-kind blanket created by local artisans.
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http://www.ecouterre.com/5-ways-to-recycle-an-old-necktie-into-a-last-minute-fathers-day-gift/diy-necktie-fathers-day-2/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_BtB-PJ5O4
http://food.thefuntimesguide.com/2010/07/bamboo_cutting_board.php 
http://www.greenlivingtips.com/articles/manual-reel-lawn-mowers.html 
http://20somethingfinance.com/push-reel-mower-vs-gas/ 
http://www.jebiga.com/10-diy-beard-oil-recipes/
http://www.chasinggreen.org/article/finding-green-camping-tent/
http://www.dallascounty.org/department/plandev/hhw_intro.php
http://recycleoil.org/faqs/
http://www.dogheirs.com/dogheirs/posts/2519-antifreeze-from-major-manufacturers-now-have-bitter-taste-to-help-protect-dogs
http://www.rodalesorganiclife.com/home/easy-cheap-and-eco-friendly-car-washing-tips
http://homebrewmanual.com/home-brew-beginners/
http://www.dallasnews.com/lifestyles/food-wine/food-wine-headlines/20140322-where-to-fill-your-growler-in-dallas.ece
http://energy.gov/articles/are-energy-vampires-sucking-you-dry
http://www.cnet.com/how-to/diy-turn-a-book-into-a-sleek-charging-phone-dock/
http://www.treehugger.com/htgg/how-to-go-green-furniture.html
https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=most_efficient.me_comp_monitor_20_to_23_inches
http://www.instructables.com/id/Raised-Garden-Beds-and-More-from-Reclaimed-Wood/
http://greenupgrader.com/7168/green-craft-supplies-felt-made-from-recycled-soda-bottles/
http://dawnprickett.blogspot.com/2008/01/recycling-sweaters-for-yarn.html
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/community-news/pets/20150421-photos-attention-knitters-...-here-are-10-patterns-for-putting-your-cats-in-hats.ece
http://ecocult.com/2013/the-11-best-eco-friendly-fashion-sites-to-do-your-fall-shopping/
http://www.thethriftshopper.com/city/Dallas/TX/1.htm
http://www.dallasnews.com/lifestyles/food/headlines/20120504-map-find-farmers-markets-around-dallas.ece
http://www.instructables.com/id/Bamboo-Knife-Block/?ALLSTEPS
http://www.wikihow.com/Make-Wine-Bottle-Wind-Chime
http://www.thriftyfun.com/tf/Pets/Advice/Homemade-Pet-Beds.html
http://www.dogster.com/doggie-style/dog-poop-bags-green-review
https://www.energystar.gov/products/certified-products/detail/cordless-power-tools
http://home.howstuffworks.com/home-improvement/construction/materials/low-voc-paint.htm
http://ecosites.org/organic-clothing-for-men.php
http://www.manduka.com/us/shop/categories/categories/props/belong-body-roller/
http://www.activewearusa.com/store/pc/Eco-Friendly-Workout-Clothing-c572.htm
http://www.popsugar.com/fitness/Eco-Friendly-Yoga-Mats-15807379#photo-15807379


Bees also pollinate our flower gardens, creating 
bigger, richer blooms and beautify our yard!  And 
let us not forget honey.  Honey has been found 
in jars in the ancient pyramids of Egypt, in cave 
drawings in Spain from 6000 B.C.E., and was once 
considered a gift from the gods.  Bees ROCK!

But what about those swarms?  Well, it turns out 
that bees swarm when they’re looking for food or 
shelter.   It’s like lunchtime in downtown.  Are they 
likely to sting when they swarm?  Not really.  In 
fact, bees are less likely to sting during swarming 
because they have little to defend -- in other 
words, no baby bees and no honey stores.  Listen 
-- BEES STING, no one is suggesting otherwise -- 
but when they sting us, it’s a death sentence for 
them.  That’s why you and I can go about our 
business in the yard with bees just mere inches 
from us and no one gets flustered.  However, 
when they perceive you as a threat either by 
directly threatening them -- swinging your arms 
about and swatting them or threatening the hive 
-- well, lets face it, if someone a zillion times 
your size came too close to your house or kids, 
you’d probably freak out, too.  

see Greatest Feeling on page 12

The Greatest Feeling
by Kevin Lefebvre, MS, Environmental Quality

Learning something new is the greatest feeling, 
isn’t it?

In what seems like a life-time ago, I had a healthy  
fear of Apis mellifera, the honey bee.  My fear was 
completely driven by ignorance.  COMPLETELY.  

Was I afraid of being stung?  Not really -- I’ve 
had more stitches as a result of childhood antics 
than I can recall so it wasn’t a fear of punctures.  
Was I afraid of honey bees?  No, I knew enough 
to know that if I leave them alone, they’ll leave 
me alone.  Was I afraid of swarms of buzzing 
bees?  Well, yeah -- hundreds, maybe thousands, 
of anything swarming around would unnerve just 
about anyone!  But these are bees and when 
they’re flying about in a frenzy and you don’t 
know why,  it can be intimidating -- shoot -- 
terrifying, given all the hype we’ve heard over 
the past two decades about “killer bees”!  

And then I met a guy in a bee costume and my life 
changed forever.

Since that fateful day, I have become quite 
familiar with honey bee advocates here in the 
area and consider them to be my go-to source 
of knowledge for all things honey bee.  There is 
so much information that points to the perpetual 
benefits bees provide us that I can not do it justice 
here.  And then there are the threats they face 
like genetically modified (GMO) plants.  Ugh.

Most of the food we eat is pollinated by honey 
bees.  Consider apples.  An apple tree blocked from 
honey bee pollination will yield about 25 apples 
per tree (anyone will allergies will tell you that 
pollen does get carried on the wind).  However, 
let honey bees do their thing and that apple tree 
will yield 1,200 apples per year!  It’s like this on 
lots of different things we eat.  Bees contribute 
more than $14 billion annually to U.S. agriculture 
according to a study by Cornell University.  Take 
a look at what the dairy aisle would look like with 
(right, above) and without (right, below) honey 
bees.  It looks like a hurricane is coming.  Maybe 
it is.
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a lengthy article by Gladwin Hill reporting on 
the astonishing proliferation of environmental 
events: 

“Rising concern about the environmental crisis 
is sweeping the nation’s campuses with an 
intensity that may be on its way to eclipsing 
student discontent over the war in Vietnam...a 
national day of observance of environmental 
problems...is being planned for next spring...
when a nationwide environmental ‘teach-
in’...coordinated from the office of Senator 
Gaylord Nelson is planned....”  

It was obvious that we were headed for a 
spectacular success on Earth Day. It was also 
obvious that grassroots activities had ballooned 
beyond the capacity of my U.S. Senate office 
staff to keep up with the telephone calls, paper 
work, inquiries, etc. In mid-January, three 
months before Earth Day, John Gardner, Founder 
of Common Cause, provided temporary space for 
a Washington, D.C. headquarters. I staffed the 
office with college students and selected Denis 
Hayes as coordinator of activities. 

Earth Day worked because of the spontaneous 
response at the grassroots level. We had neither 
the time nor resources to organize 20 million 
demonstrators and the thousands of schools and 
local communities that participated. That was the 
remarkable thing about Earth Day. It organized 
itself.

Earth Day, from page 2

I continued to speak on environmental issues 
to a variety of audiences in some twenty-
five states. All across the country, evidence 
of environmental degradation was appearing 
everywhere, and everyone noticed except the 
political establishment. The environmental 
issue simply was not to be found on the nation’s 
political agenda. The people were concerned, 
but the politicians were not. 

After President Kennedy’s tour, I still hoped for 
some idea that would thrust the environment into 
the political mainstream. Six years would pass 
before the idea that became Earth Day occurred 
to me while on a conservation speaking tour out 
West in the summer of 1969. At the time, anti-
Vietnam War demonstrations, called “teach-ins,” 
had spread to college campuses all across the 
nation. Suddenly, the idea occurred to me - why 
not organize a huge grassroots protest over what 
was happening to our environment? 

I was satisfied that if we could tap into the 
environmental concerns of the general public 
and infuse the student anti-war energy into 
the environmental cause, we could generate a 
demonstration that would force this issue onto 
the political agenda. It was a big gamble, but 
worth a try. 

At a conference in Seattle in September 1969, I 
announced that in the spring of 1970 there would 
be a nationwide grassroots demonstration on 
behalf of the environment and invited everyone 
to participate. The wire services carried the story 
from coast to coast. The response was electric. It 
took off like gangbusters. Telegrams, letters, and 
telephone inquiries poured in from all across the 
country. The American people finally had a forum 
to express its concern about what was happening 
to the land, rivers, lakes, and air - and they did 
so with spectacular exuberance. For the next 
four months, two members of my Senate staff, 
Linda Billings and John Heritage, managed Earth 
Day affairs out of my Senate office. 

Five months before Earth Day, on Sunday, 
November 30, 1969, The New York Times carried 

RETIRE

Residents are urged to retire scrap tires the right way
Over the past two years, the City of Dallas has collected thousands of discarded tires 
along the Trinity River and in neighborhoods across the city. The response is part of 
the City’s Scrap Tire Program. People who illegally dispose of scrap tires in Dallas can 
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������

Disposing of used tires is easy. Just drop them off (up to six tires per visit) at the 
��������� ������ ��������� ����� ����������� ��� ���� �������� ��������� �������� ���
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
showing a Dallas address and Dallas Water Utilities bill. 

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������

�������������������������������������
�������� ������������� 
��������	�
���������� ������ ���� �� ���������
�����������������������������������

��������������������������������
������������������������

���������������������������������������
����
��������������������� � �

Prepared in cooperation with the North Central Council of Governments through
funding from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.

�������������������������

RETIRE
SCRAP TIRES 

THE RIGHT 
WAY

CITY OF DALLAS -  SCRAP TIRE PROGRAM

��������������
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Raining Beauty, from page 2 

There are many benefits provided through the 
use of rain gardens. The use of native plants 
restores the habitats of birds and beneficial 
insects which can reduce the amount of pests and 
harmful insects in the garden area.  The deep-
rooted native plants stabilize the soil, reducing 
erosion of sediments into the storm drain system.  
The roots will also help to break up hard soils 
to allow water and nutrients to infiltrate deeper 
into the soil.  Since rain gardens have a shallow 
depression, they retain water, allowing the 
garden to filter some pollutants from the runoff, 
as well as minimizing local flooding while keeping 
moisture on site beyond the rain event.  

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
estimates that the pollutants carried by 
stormwater account for up to 70 percent of all 
water pollution.  Compared to a conventional 
lawn alone, a lawn with a rain garden can remove 
up to 90 percent of the chemicals and up to 80 
percent of the sediment in stormwater runoff.  
Not only do they reduce pollution, they retain up 
to 30 percent more water.  This water retention 
can increase the root depth of the native plants 
and the root depth of lawn around the rain 
garden.  

There are some basic guidelines to installing a 
rain garden.  Smaller rain gardens can be located 
near a runoff source like a down spout, driveway, 
or a sump pump.  If this is not an option, during 
the next rain, watch the drainage patterns of 
the yard; a good location for the rain garden is 
where the water collects as it is draining – that 
lowest point mentioned earlier.  Make sure larger 
gardens area at least 10 feet from any building, 
not located above utilities, and away from any 
septic drain fields if you are not on City sanitary 
sewer.  Once you have identified an ideal location 
or multiple locations, keep these points in mind 
as you build your garden:

• Measure the area of the proposed drainage 
site; the garden itself should be at least 20 
percent of the drainage site.
• If the garden will be located in a flat area, 
the bed depth should be between 12 and 18 inches 

deep, with a level but not compacted bottom.  If 
there is a slope, the depth should increase as the 
slope increases.  
• The bed should have soil that absorbs 
water relatively quickly; clay is not a good base.
• Use native plants that are tolerant of heat 
and drought conditions.  
• After planting, add approximately 3 inches 
of mulch to the top of the garden to aid in water 
retention.  

It sounds funny to prescribe installing a rain 
garden since the main ingredient is rain when we 
can go long stretches without any.  We all know 
that water is essential to life so whether we are 
in a drought or in periods of ample rainfall, it 
makes sense to make the most of the rain we do 
get and to reduce its impacts when we get it.     

Weather Savvy, from page 5

You don’t want to lose your vehicle, or worse, 
your life. Even the pros are not immune to the 
power of nature, as the National Weather Service 
storm chasers found out. The Weather Channels 
Tornado Hunt 2013 vehicle was thrown 200 yards 
during a tornado in Reno, Oklahoma.

It doesn’t take a 
tornado to cause 
extensive damage 
during a storm; wind, 
hail, and flooding can 

be extremely hazardous on their own. In fact, 
wind is responsible for most of the damage 
during storms, while flooding is responsible for 
the most casualties. Most of these casualties are 
entirely preventable, and often involve drivers 
disregarding road hazards. Remember, it only 
takes a foot of water to sweep your vehicle off 
the road and put you in peril.  Stay savvy, stay 
safe!

Stay weather savvy.

North Central Texas Emergency Preparedness
www.knowhat2do.com

NWS/NOAA Weather Safety
http://www.weather.gov/safety
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more local in Dallas, we identified a need to do 
more to protect our delicate pollinators from the 
threats they face in our ever crowding world.

Now, we are researching ways to reduce the 
City’s use of pesticides and herbicides and other 
chemicals that can harm our pollinators.  There 
is a lot of information and much misinformation 
so we are being extra careful to separate the 
hype from the truth so as to best protect nature, 
our ecosystem, and ourselves.  We will share 
this information on GreenDallas.net and social 
media along with things you can do at home, like 
NOT planting GMO “bug resistant” plants in your 
garden.

The other reason is an amazing 
experience I got to have last 
spring.  A misplaced swarm of 
bees ended up on the roof of City 
Hall after a night of storms.  By 
the afternoon, the swarm had 
increased in size as the ladies made 
for shelter to protect their queen.  
The experience was beyond 

description.  With the direct supervision of a 
honey bee keeper, I touched this incredible living 
mass and it was absolutely beyond description!  
Albert Einstein said it best: 

It would be possible to describe everything 
scientifically, but it would make no sense; it 
would be without meaning, as if you described 
a Beethoven symphony as a variation of wave 
pressure.

I got the bug.  Literally.  I held a drone in my 
hand!

Now I’m hooked.  I have become an advocate for 
this gentle creature because we need to do more 
to protect them and to educate those around us 
on the benefits they bring our gardens and our 
lives.  We cannot afford to wait any longer.

Greatest Feeling, from page 9

Suppose you do have a “run in” with a bee (even 
bee keepers get stung), well, when you flail about 
and start swatting, the bees release pheromones 
to alert their sisters that there is danger.  Don’t 
underestimate the power of pheromones.  They are 
one of the methods bees use for communication.  
Guard bees use pheromones to identify the hive.  
Queens use pheromones to attract drones and to 
motivate the hive. These are powerful chemicals 
that have been at work for eons and you and I are 
no match.

And then there is the issue of “killer bees”.  
Honestly, that’s a misnomer driven mostly by media 
outlets trying to keep you tuned in through the 
commercial.    Not that they are not dangerous or 
can sting someone enough to kill, but Africanized 
honey bees (AHB), as they are properly called, or 
Apis mellifera scutellata, are no more “deadly” 
than any other stinging insect.    They were a 
result of a hybriding experiment in Brazil in the 
1950s (a “GMO” bee, if you will) that was trying 
to produce a better grade of honey (when will 
we ever learn?!).  They were breeding a more 
aggressive bee from Africa with the European 
honey bee (EHB) and some of the African queens 
escaped into the jungles of Brazil and presto, 
Africanized honey bees!  In truth, you’d have 
to have a microscope or do DNA testing to tell 
the AHB from the EHB.  The “killer” difference 
is in their temperament.  They’re very defensive 
of their hives, they’re quick to attack, they’ll 
chase you longer distances, and they stay angry 
for days after a run in with a perceived threat.  
Other than that, they don’t have super venom 
or bigger stingers or go after your Mom once 
they’re done with you to teach your whole family 
a lesson.  They sting you once and they die, just 
like any other honey bee.  They just bring friends 
-- lots of angry friends -- to the fight and that’s 
where they get their bad reputation.  Stay aware 
of them and you can avoid any incidents.  Go to 
www.usda.gov to search for more information on 
them.

So why am I on the honey bee kick?  A couple 
of reasons.  While we were working to pass the 
ordinances to make food production easier and 

Got stuff to recycle?
Visit GreenDallas.net to learn how to dispose of just 
about anything -- safely and responsibly.  Newspaper, 
cans, foam cartons, hard-plastics, electronics and more 
-- it’s all there to see!
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Building Bridges, from page 3

Hosted by a local advocate, Rashad Dickerson, the 
Street View app has received over eight thousand 
downloads since it first launched. 

In addition to the ongoing activities that were started, 
a vital service to DPL customers now known as the 
HELP Desk was also formed to provide intentional 
engagement and one-on-one assistance to customers. 
The HELP Desk is led by DPL’s Homeless Engagement 
Coordinator and 
two AmeriCorps 
volunteers who 
serve at the desk 
helping customers – 
regardless of housing 
status – fill out job 
applications, develop 
résumés, access local 
services and information about community programs, 
create e-mail or LinkedIn accounts, and in a variety of 
other ways. The most helpful service, however, is often 
listening to a customer and supporting them through 
an issue or obstacle they may be facing. In between 
activities and programs, the HELP Desk is the stable 
area where customers can go for a morale booster or 
encouraging word. Thanks to its proven success, DPL 
staff and outside service providers frequently refer 
persons to the HELP Desk for assistance. 

These positive results would not be possible without 
staff support. A Staff Engagement Survey distributed 
in November 2014, one full-year after HEI’s 
implementation, provides insight into its impacts.  
Nearly 80% of staff reported that their views of the 
homeless had changed either “somewhat” or “a 

lot” and nearly 87% 
could identify an 
HEI program that 
was working well. To 
build on the feedback 
received from the 
survey, a six-month 
staff training series 
was launched in 

January of this year to address identified needs on 
conflict de-escalation and personal safety, mental 
health concerns, and addressing sensitive issues such 
as hygiene and other topics. More recently, a staff 
advisory board – referred to as Homeless Engagement 
and Advocacy Team (HEAT) – was formed to increase 
staff participation throughout the HEI initiative. 

finishing on page 14

SmartScape, from page 5

This information will help you select the most 
appropriate fertilizer for your lawn. If your 
soil already contains high levels of a particular 
nutrient, choosing and using a fertilizer that also 
contains high levels of that nutrient can damage 
your lawn, and further aggravate a pH/pOH 
imbalance. This results in wasted time, money, 
effort and can negatively impact our waterways 
when needless chemicals wash away.

The most important things 
to do before applying any 
chemical to your lawn are 
to read the label and follow 
the directions.  Each will 
have its own application 
recommendations, e.g. some 

fertilizers need to be watered in; some do not.  
Putting more on than is necessary will not “help” 
your lawn – in fact, the opposite may happen.

Other important tips regarding proper application 
include:
• Never apply on a windy day. The wind will 

carry your fertilizer to your neighbor’s yard, 
or to the street and the nearest storm drain 
inlet.  Chemicals in our waterways can cause 
harmful algae blooms

• Only apply the manufacturer’s recommended 
amount. Any additional fertilizer added to 
the lawn will get tracked indoors by pets 
and people or washed away into the storm 
drainage system during the next rain event.   

Now that it is time to add a burst of color to your 
landscape, remember these tips when tending to 
that garden.  In the long run, these ideas will:

• Help reduce drought impacts 
• Lower your water bill by watering wise
• Beautify and enhance the local ecosystem
• Attract native wildlife and pollinators
• Reduce stormwater pollution

For more information on soil testing, visit http://
soiltesting.tamu.edu/
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Building Bridges, from page 13

To continue this positive trend in helping those in 
need and building a stronger community, the Dallas 
Public Library will begin hosting Community Forums to 
engage community stakeholders on what community, 
inclusion, and diversity mean to them.  The first 
Community Forum will be held on May 15 (see flyer 
below) and open the first floor Community Exchange 
space. The event will highlight what libraries can 
do in addition to starting a larger conversation with 
multiple community stakeholders regarding what 
community, inclusion, and diversity mean. 

Keynote speaker will include Willie Baronet, SMU 
professor and Founder of We are All Homeless. 
Moving beyond our customer and staff interactions, 
the Community Forum represents DPL’s engagement 
of the wider community and the formation of new 
bridges in our journey towards social inclusion. 

Anyone interested in attending the Community Forum 
should RSVP to malcolm.varner@dallascityhall.com 
by Friday, May 8, 2015.

 

Community Forum 
Redefining Community: 
One Conversation at a Time 

 
 

  
 
   
 
 
 

 

Friday, May 15, 2015 
9am – 1pm 

   

Join the Dallas Public Library for its first annual Community Forum and opening of the library’s 
Community Exchange. The Forum will include presentations and conversations about diversity, 
homelessness and community identity in downtown Dallas. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Panel 

 
            Brent Brown, bcWorkshop               Bruce Buchanan, The Stewpot   Jo Giudice, Dallas Public Library    Eddie Jimmerson, Community Member 

 
 
 
 

Featuring: 
Willie Baronet 
www.weareallhomeless.com 

Artwork by local artists Jeff and Chris of Eyecon Murals, Inc. 

Community  
Exchange 

This program is funded in part by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services and Texas State Library and Archives Commission. (2015) 

J. Erik Jonsson Central Library 
1515 Young Street, 1st Floor Auditorium 

Dallas, TX 75201 
 

Lunch will be provided. Space is limited. RSVP by Friday, May 8, 2015.  
To RSVP, email malcolm.varner@dallascityhall.com 

 
 

Ozone, from page 3

Many years ago, the City of Dallas developed an 
integrated and comprehensive plan which set a goal 
of reducing the ozone emissions from City operations.  
In the years since, that plan has been modified 
several times with the current Ozone Action Plan 
being introduced in 2012.  It consists of three levels 
of actions arranged into tiers.  The first tier consists 
of actions that the city takes year round to reduce 
ozone emissions.  The second tier consists of actions 
that the city takes from March 1st to November 30th 
during the actual ozone season when conditions tend 
to favor the development of ground level ozone; 
the third tier describes actions that are designed to 
be implemented on ozone action days – those days 
when we are asked to take specific actions to limit or 
reverse the creation of ozone at ground level.

Tier I is highlighted by common sense measures that 
can help the air quality year round: no idling of City 
vehicles, use of teleconferences, and alternative 
work schedules to reduce commuting.  

finishing on page 15
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Ozone, from page 14

Tier II efforts begin when ozone season arrives at the 
beginning of March.  The City steps up the level of 
ozone prevention measures to include actions such 
as communicating the AQI to employees, reduced 
mowing after certain times of day, and scheduling 
meetings after 10:00 a.m. to prevent unnecessary 
commutes in rush hour traffic.

Tier III efforts are triggered during ozone season when 
meteorologists at the TCEQ monitoring weather data 
issue warnings for ozone action days.  

They look for conditions like high ambient air 
temperatures, low cloud cover, and low winds that 
could increase ground level ozone production causing 
the AQI to reach level orange or higher.  

If such conditions are present, or likely to occur, a 
warning will generally be issued a day in advance.  Once 
a warning is issued, the City Green Ride Coordinator, 
along with the departmental Green Ride Coordinators, 
will use the City email system and other methods to 
alert City employees of the forecast conditions so 
that all employees may take the appropriate actions 
for this tier of the Ozone Action Plan.

So, if someone asks you what the City of Dallas is 
doing to help solve the regional air pollution problem, 
you can tell them that the City has a plan.  Every 
employee is a part of that plan, and its success 
depends on knowing what to do, and when to do it.  

If you want to know more about the Ozone Action Plan, 
or have questions about it, contact Kevin Overton at 
214-670-3887 or kevin.overton@dallascityhall.com
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The City of Dallas invites you to learn the science of composting.

Skyline Branch Library
6006 Everglade Road, 75227

Kidd Springs Recreation Center
711 W. Canty, 75208

Audelia Road Branch Library
10045 Audelia Road, 75238

Highland Hills Library
6200 Bonnie View Road, 75241

Campbell Green Recreation Center
16600 Parkhill, 75248

M.L.K. Jr. Library
2922 Martin Luther King Blvd. Jr. 75215

Saturday, April 25, 2015
12:30 - 2 p.m.

Saturday, May 2, 2015
9:30 - 11 a.m.

Saturday, May 9, 2015
12:30 - 2 p.m.

Saturday, May 9, 2015
12:30 - 2 p.m.

Saturday, May 16, 2015
9:30 - 11 a.m.

Saturday, May 16, 2015
12:30 - 2 p.m.

Publication No. 14/15:54

WHEN WHERE

Join us for a free class to learn how you can compost in your backyard.  Spaces are limited
so please call us now at 214-670-4475 to reserve your seat.

At least 30% of the material sent to the landfill is organic and
could be composted at home.  Composting in your backyard is easy!

City of Dallas



w w w . t x s m a r t s c a p e . c o m
Scan this QR code with your mobile 

device to browse our plant database.

TEXASSMARTSCAPE TM

Water Conserving Plant Sale

Save Money - Save Water
Events Held April Through September

Member cities of the Texas SmartScape™ program and participating retailers have partnered to offer 
you great savings on select varieties of low-water-use plants that thrive in the Texas heat. Come to one 
of our plant fairs and get a great deal on select native and adapted plants! You’ll also have the 
opportunity to talk with a master gardener, plant expert, or irrigation specialist and get ideas and tips for 
landscaping in North Texas. We’ll have fun events for kids too! Email info@txsmartscape.com for 
questions about each event.

Event dates and 
locations on back

LantanaMuhly Texas Sage

Oxeye Daisy

Columbine Blanket Flower

Winecups

Visit www.txsmartscape.com for more information.

Plant selection and attractions may vary by location. 
Plants available while supplies last.

Free Kids Workshop

Hands-on gardening workshop

for children ages 5-12.

17



TEXASSMARTSCAPE TM

North Central Texas
Council of Governments
Environment & Development

May

23

April

18
April

11
April

25
May

02
May

16

May

30
June

06
Sept.

05
Sept.
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The Home Depot
3261 N George Bush Hwy
Garland, TX 75041

The Home Depot
5280 South Hwy 360
Grand Prairie, TX 75052

The Home Depot
852 International Pkwy
Flower Mound, TX 75028

The Home Depot
909 W McDermott Dr
Allen, TX 75013

The Home Depot
4600 State Hwy 121
Plano, TX 75024

The Home Depot
300 NW John Jones
Burleson, TX 76028

The Home Depot
2013 Hwy 377
Keller, TX 76248

The Home Depot
220 I-20 West
Weatherford, TX 76086

The Home Depot
2140 Jupiter Rd 
Garland, TX 75044

The Home Depot
901 N Stemmons Pkwy 
Lewisville, TX 75067

The Home Depot
6110 Lemmon Ave
Dallas, TX 75209

Weston Gardens
8101 Anglin Dr
Fort Worth, TX 76140

The Home Depot
5995 El Dorado Pkwy 
Frisco, TX 75034

The Home Depot
6200 W Park Blvd 
Plano, TX 75093

The Home Depot
1900 Brinker Rd 
Denton, TX 76205

The Home Depot
3200 W Irving Blvd
Irving, TX 75061

The Home Depot
2220 N Coit Rd
Richardson, TX 75080

The Home Depot
2011 Keller Springs Rd 
Carrollton, TX 75006

The Home Depot
2901 W Wheatland Rd 
Dallas, TX 75237

The Home Depot
201 Road to Six Flags
Arlington, TX 76011

The Home Depot
1725 N US Hwy 287 
Mansfield, TX 76063

Ron’s Organics
1820 S Beltline Rd
Mesquite, TX 75181

The Home Depot
7950 South Freeway
Fort Worth, TX 76134

Shades of Green
7401 Coit Rd 
Frisco, TX 75035

The Home Depot
18855 I-635
Mesquite, TX 75150

The Home Depot
7100 North Freeway
Fort Worth, TX 76137

The Home Depot
300 S Village Center Dr
Southlake, TX 76092

Water Conserving Plant Sale

Sponsored By

All Events Take Place
8:00 am to 12:00 pm

Come to a plant fair and get a great deal on select native and adapted plants!
Visit www.txsmartscape.com for more information or 

email info@txsmartscape.com for questions about specific events.
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