
Green Gifting Strategies  
by Kim Mackey and Dayna Cowley

Most of us have become more conscious of 
how our behavior affects our environment and, 
consequently, our health. During the holidays, we 
tend to overdo things - we over eat, over spend, 
over give - and all of that can have negative 
impacts on our bodies and our environment. 

Think of ways to reuse or re-purpose items as 
holiday decorations or for gifts.  Last month, 
the Green Times briefly mentioned some eco-
friendly decorating ideas which are now posted 
on the GreenDallas Pinterest page along with 
even more ideas.  This month we cover green 
gift giving strategies that will help you and your 
intended recipient have a minimum impact 
holiday.  Use these as you see fit.    
• Save yourself some hassle and make a list.  

The best gifts are the ones that are given 
the most thought.  Plan ahead to ease and 
please.
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• Remember your reusable shopping bags 
when you head to the stores.  Some stores 
will give you rebate when you use your own 
bag.  Don’t forget to ask if they do!

• BUY LOCAL!  Local shopping supports us all.
• For those in your life who need a little boost to 

being “green” - help them out. If they haven’t 
converted to energy efficient light bulbs, get 
a couple to put in their stocking. If they’ve 
always talked about adding a rain barrel or 
a compost bin, help them make it happen.  
Purchase materials, spend time sharing your 
know-how, and build one together.  Help 
your loved ones break their disposable water 
bottle addiction and give them a reusable 
water canteen (or two).  Get a faucet filter 
for those who think tap water tastes funny.

• Give the gift of charity.  Is someone on your 
list an animal lover?  Make a donation to 
a local animal rescue group in their name.   
Find a cause you are both passionate about 
and make a donation on their behalf.

• Get crafty.  Break out the hot glue gun and 
get to work making wine cork coasters, 
personalized magnets, picture frames, etc.  
Assemble dry ingredients for your favorite 
holiday treats in a mason jar.  Write the 
recipe on recycled paper and tie it to the jar 
with a festive ribbon.  The potential here lies 
within your imagination, but a quick internet 
search is sure to inspire!

• Instead of wrapping gifts in paper, purchase 
reusable bags and use them as gift bags. 
The reusable bag can even be a gift itself 
(that keeps on giving -- see above about bag 
rebates) and may be cheaper than paper gift 
bags.  They are better for the environment 
and you can avoid tape and paper cuts.   

One final thought, if you do use tape, remember 
to bring your empty dispensers to your local 
Dallas library for recycling.  If you receive 
wrapped gifts, save the paper to make holiday 
cards for next year.



BUTTERFLY
WONDERLAND

TEXAS DISCOVERY GARDENS   •  FAIR PARK   •   GATE 6
Shopping  +  Festive Drinks and Hors d’Oeuvres  +  An Evening of Butterflies

December 5  •  6 pm - 8 pm

Enjoy free admission to our tropical butterfly 
house from 6 pm to 8 pm! 

Listen to our snow crickets and see living 
ornaments as butterflies roost for the night. 

If you’re lucky, an active owl butterfly will 
land on you for a holiday photo!

Listen to live music and shop for family and 
friends at our Gift Shop. Proceeds benefit 
Texas Discovery Gardens! 

Create a colorful ornament by embossing 
metal, a technique called repujado, with 
local artist Janet Reynolds.

Buy gift memberships for $10 off all evening! 
They make wonderful presents.

Join us!
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you’re doing this because you know how good 
composting is, right?).  Best: buy those durable 
goods you can wash and store in a closet or 
pantry to use for years to come at holidays, 
family events, block parties, et cetera.  Always, 
always compost paper napkins and paper towels 
but buy linen napkins you can wash and store to 
score bonus green points.

Store it!  Now that your guests are arriving, 
use the sink to store beverages in ice.  After the 
party, pull the plug and you don’t have to dump 
a cooler of slush.  An even better idea is to use 
the top-loading washing machine!  Once the 
ice has melted, toss 
in a load of clothes 
and do a wash in 
free water.  Don’t be 
shy -- throw a table 
cloth over the dryer 
and put cups or bottle 
openers on it, dust off 
the shelves, and have 
fun!  Of course, if you have house plants, using 
the cooler is an okay idea because you can dip 
into it to get water for plants over the coming 
weeks.  Be sure to set out separate bins in the 
laundry room for recyclables so guests can put 
an empty in while pulling “a cold one” out.  Put 
bins for compostables, recyclables and trash 
near the food area, too.  

Send them home!  Finally, once you’ve 
celebrated the start of the New Year and heads 
are clear from all the festivities, send your 
guests on their way with some good, old-fashion 
“remedy” for the dog that may bite them – buy 
reusable water bottles and have them filled with 
rehydrating water and cooling in the fridge for 
guests as you say your good-byes.  They’ll thank 
you in the morning and they’ll have a memento 
of just how awesome you are every day in 2014!

Be safe!

Ringing in the New!
by Sue D’Onym
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All this talk about greening up the holidays, but 
no one is really talking about what comes next 
– NEW YEARS!  You’ll have had it up to your 
eyeballs with eggnog, sugar cookies, and sing-
a-longs and you’ll be ready to cut it lose with 
your friends (you know, the “family” you chose) 
but how do you do that “green” to avoid starting 
off the resolutions with a “FAIL”?

New Year’s Eve can be great fun, if not done to 
excess, personally or resource wise.  

Get them there!  Prefer invitations over phone 
calls?  Send them electronically!  A cute cartoon 
greeting sent via email can be customized to 
your event or personality and can save on 
resources.  Need chairs?  Ask guests to bring 
lawn chairs or folding chairs instead of running 
out and buying some which will then need to be 
stored until you use them later.  You can put that 
on the invite along with the RSVP information.  
If they feel like they have to come to bring the 
chairs they said they would bring, they cannot 
back out.  Guilt works!  

Spruce it up!  Streamers and decorations 
are fun but given their short life-span (what, 
a week?), how do you justify spending your 
hard earned money on some cheap goods from 
overseas just to ring in 2014?  Here’s an idea: 
save ribbon and wrapping 
from gift exchanges and 
cut them, by hand, into 
confetti.  Accordion fold 
a sheet of wrap torn off 
a present then cut it into 
thin strips across the 
folds.  Leave the strips in 
one piece or cut them at 
the folds and make confetti.  Toss them both 
onto the snack table and you’ve decorated it on 
the cheap.  

Serve it up!  Need serving supplies?  Good: 
if you don’t have room to store durable goods 
you can use throughout the year at other get-
togethers, buy plastic cups and plates that can 
be rinsed and put into recycling.  You should 
check with your recycling provider to be sure 
they take all the items you want to put in the 
bin.  Better: buy paper plates and cups that can 
be tossed into the compost bin out back (hint: 
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Kevin’s Corner - An Opinion Piece
by Kevin Lefebvre

Like Our Page on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/GreenDallasTX 

  

Follow Us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/GreenDallas 

Got stuff to recycle?
Visit GreenDallas.net to learn how to dispose of just 
about anything -- safely and responsibly.  Newspaper, 
cans, foam cartons, hard-plastics, electronics and more 
-- it’s all there to see!

The holidays are all jammed together this year.  
Thanks to a Friday start for November, Thanksgiving 
arrived just a few days before December!  How sad, 
however, that on the same day we sat down with 
family and friends to be thankful for all our blessings, 
many retailers were calling 
workers in to open so we could 
buy more “blessings”.  Did 
the retailers think we were all 
faking it at dinner and just had 
to leave family behind to go 
shopping?  Did they think their workers wanted to 
cut their family time short?  Hopefully they’re making 
holiday pay.  <sigh>  

But that was November and this is December and, 
despite the over-commercialization, it is the season 
of giving so we’ll head to the stores to find those 
tokens to give our loved ones.  Fortunately, we can 
do the holidays up green and sustainably, if we try.  

Buy something that’s a gift from the heart, not a 
gadget or gimmick that’s going to be used up and 
forgotten.  Pick up something created by a local 
artisan at a local merchant to support your friends and 
neighbors.  Or, if you’re really crafty, fix something 
broken, build something new, create something 
unique, or scrapbook old memories for your loved 
one.  One friend of mine is turning old college tee-
shirts into a quilt for a friend.  Two years ago, I built 
a cabinet for my parents.  Take old canning jars and 
fill them with the dry ingredients of cookies you know 
your recipient will love (watch for food allergies) and 
put the directions on an index card attached with 
ribbon for neighbors.  There are a multitude of ideas 
online for do-it-yourself, DIY, green gifting.

Then, once you’ve found/created/re-purposed 
that perfect gift, give it a sustainable package by 
wrapping it in fabric remnants that can be reused 
or old newspaper colored or painted (dip the end of 
an old toilet or paper towel roll or old sponges in 
tempera paint and “stamp” a design) to express your 
creative side.

Being green, gifting green, are all easy if you put 
your heart into it.  When we give, shouldn’t it be 
from the heart anyway?  

Have a wonderful, safe holiday season!  Happy 
Hanukkah!  Happy Yule!  Merry Christmas!  Happy 
Kwanzaa!  Season’s Greetings, y’all!
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Tips:
+Sweep or blow grass clippings from your sidewalk, driveway, and street back onto your yard.
   Yard clippings act as a natural fertilizer.

+Fallen leaves should be raked or blown from your yard, sidewalk, driveway, and street,
   collected then bagged and placed for collection during your bulk waste 
   collection week.

+Compost your grass clippings and leaves; 
    they can serve as a natual fertilzer

Fact:

Did you know...
Sweeping or blowing yard waste into the street and storm drainage system could 
cost you up to $2000?

Yard waste washed down our storm drainage
system is a form of pollution and
accounts for a fifth of all
garbage generated in
the U.S. each year. Yard waste decomposes in local

creeks, lakes and the Trinity River
causing algae to grow.

Too much algae lowers the amount
of oxygen in the water which

may suffocate aquatic and plant life.



What’s happening around town...
Here’s a quick list.  Be sure to visit www.greendallas.net/green_events.html for our calendar and a link to Green Source DFW.

The information posted here is taken from www.greensourcedfw.org.  The City of Dallas cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information listed herein.  Interested parties should visit the web sites listed on 
Green Source DFW to verify times and locations for the events listed here
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The Green Spot Film Screening:  Plastic Paradise        8:30 pm - 10:00 pm

Thousands of miles away from civilization, Midway Atoll is in one of the most remote places on earth. And yet its 
become ground zero for The Great Pacific Garbage Patch, siphoning plastics from three distant continents.  In 
this independent documentary film, journalist/filmmaker Angela Sun travels on a personal journey of discovery 
to uncover this mysterious phenomenon. Along the way she meets scientists, researchers, and volunteers who 
shed light on the effects of our rabid plastic consumption and learns the problem is more insidious than we 
could have ever imagined. 

For more information and to purchase tickets, go to http://www.tugg.com/events/6479

Location:   Angelika Dallas, 5321 E. Mockingbird Ln., Dallas, TX 75206

Wednesday,

December 4th

Friday,

December 13th

How Companies Can Profit from Sustainability 7:30 am - 10:00 am

Panel will discuss how organizations define sustainability, the processes they use, the outcomes they expect to 
achieve and the tangible and intangible benefits of their respective sustainability strategies.  Featuring Garrett 
Boone, co-founder & chairman emeritus of The Container Store and Investor in Treehouse; Nathan Loftice, 
sustainability leader for FedEx; and Nelly Rocha Andresen, vice president of Quality Environment, Health & Safety; 
and senior cCorporate counsel for eRecyclingCorps. 

Free.  Includes continental breakfast.   Free parking in lots A & B.

For more information, go to http://udallas.edu/cob/businesssocietynetwork.html

Location:   Perot Museum of Science and Nature, 2201 N. Field Street, Dallas, TX 75202



Tree Recycling will be available
December 26, 2013 to January 7, 2014

Remove all tinsel, ornaments, lights, nails and tree stands
before dropping off your tree.

Call the Waste Diversion Hotline
at 214-670-4475

if you need additional information.

11255 Garland Road  - Dallas, Texas 75218
11468 Grissom Lane - Dallas, Texas 75229
6110 Lemmon Avenue - Dallas, Texas 75209

6000 Skillman - Dallas, Texas 75231
2610 Fort Worth Avenue - Dallas, Texas 75211

2901 W. Wheatland Road - Dallas, Texas 75237
11682 Forest Central Drive - Dallas, Texas 75243

Publication No. 13/14-08

Recycle your Christmas tree at
your neighborhood Home Depot Store.

This program is a community partnership between Home Depot and the City of Dallas
supported through the Sanitation Services Department.
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