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Every Independence Day we celebrate with 
fireworks, barbecue, and American flags --  
proud to be living in the United States of America 
and to be American. 

But did you know that something as American 
as grilling hasn’t been 100% all-American?  
Fortunately some grill companies have recently 
brought grill manufacturing back to the United 
States within the last 5 years or so -- American 
grilling on American grills.

They’re Coming [Back] to America, Today!
by Kimberly Mackey

On the local front, did you also know that Texas 
is a leading state in electronic, equipment, and 
motor vehicle manufacturing? The national 
average wage index for 2012 was $44,321.67, 
while the Texas manufacturing industry provides 
average salaries ranging from $41,755 to 
$114,982.

When products are made locally, they save 
companies delivery costs and avoid additional air 
pollution produced from shipping large, heavy 
freight loads across the ocean and then trucking 
or hauling along rail lines to its next point of 
distribution. It is estimated that ocean freight 
transportation may surpass total air pollution 
emissions generated by all land-based mobile, 
stationary, and other sources by the year 2020. 

Ocean transportation of freight may be one 
of the most efficient modes of transporting 
goods.   However, it generates a substantial 
amount of greenhouse gas emissions (source: 

The International Council on Clean Transportation). The 
Federal Highway Administration has noted that 
highway transportation has increased both 
from transporting goods and general personal 
travel to and from work and other trips. While 
there are more motorists and vehicles on the 
road, highway infrastructure has increased by 
less than 5% while passenger and freight travel 
grew by more than 80% in the last 20 years. 

Increased traffic congestion causes more air 
pollution, and in the Dallas-Fort Worth region, 
66% of our air pollution is due to mobile sources.

continued on page 2
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Purchasing products from companies that 
manufacture in the United States, and companies 
based in Texas (and there are a lot of companies 
that manufacture in Texas), is important to 
supporting our local and domestic economy. 

This doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t purchase 
foreign products because they are not made 
locally; those and other companies manufacture 
products that we use in the United States. But 
supporting “Made in the U.S.A.” by purchasing 
products made in the U. S. of A. not only supports 
the manufacturer’s longevity, it supports jobs 
for Americans, stabilizes households, and gives 
back to the community. These companies support 
charities or have their own social responsibility 
endeavors that greatly benefit residents of this 
country.  

And that’s something of which we can all be 
proud.
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Mom used to say we should eat everything on 
our plate. Turns out, she might've been right -- 
but for a different reason.

A 2010 study from the University of Texas says 
if Americans ate everything on their plates, we'd 
save the energy equivalent of 350 million barrels 
of oil a year1. That means that without spending 
a dime, we could save enough oil to run 1.4 
million cars for a year. That's more energy than 
the annual production of ethanol in the U.S. or 
oil pumped from the outer continental shelf.

How's that possible? The authors of the study,  
Michael Webber and Amanda Cuéllar, compiled 
data to determine how much fossil fuel goes 
into producing food: farming, trucking, and 
meal preparation.

Then they looked at what we throw away. We 
throw away 32% of dairy products.  Vegetables? 
25%. Meat? 16. All totaled, they found Americans 
toss out at least 27% of edible food, wasting 
fossil fuels equal to two percent of our national 
energy consumption.

Now no one's suggesting overeating. Instead, 
prepare less or share with a friend. These simple 
new habits will save energy, and would make 
mom proud. 

Being Food Thrifty Is A Step Towards 
Energy Independence

1http://pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/es100310d
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Kevin’s Corner - An Opinion Piece
by Kevin Lefebvre

This is 2014, right?  We are in the 21st century, 
right?  I’m just checking because on June 24, 
Indonesia had to threaten tobacco companies 

with fines and 
jail time to 
compel them 
to put warning 
labels on 
cigarettes.  I’m 
not sure about 
what I am more 
shocked: that 
Indonesia is still 

fighting this battle (they still have television 
commercials promoting smoking) or that 
upwards of two-thirds of all men in Indonesia 
still smoke!  Then again, I guess if you’ve got 
commercials and billboards promoting how you 
can “talk less do more” with cigarettes, you’ll 
eventually find someone to listen.  

It’s weird -- it kind of harkens back to the back 
and forth we watched between the federal 
government and the tobacco industry back in 
the last century.  Remember how the tobacco 
industry insisted there wasn’t conclusive 
evidence linking smoking with lung and heart 
disease?  They pointed to scores of celebrities 
that smoked all their lives that were wildly 
successful and living into their eighties, nineties, 
and even hitting 100!  And then, of course, there 
was the politics involved – tobacco is a big crop 
in some states – regulating its use and sales, we 
were told, would cripple the economies of those 
states – as if no one could ever learn another 
trade.  Naturally, some denied the statistics 
on tobacco related health impacts because not 
everyone agreed on the methodology nor did 
everyone who smoked die from smoking.  

Sadly today, one 
in five deaths in 
the US each year 
is from smoking 
cigarettes.  One 
in five.  And the 
life expectancy 
of smokers is at 
least 10 years 
shorter than for 
nonsmokers.  And 
surely those are 

going to be active, clear-breathing years of 
perfect skin and fresh breath without one single 
visit to a doctor, right?  Imagine how good the 
real effects of smoking are on our economy 
with missed workdays and for our overloaded 
healthcare system!  If you don’t believe me, 
check out the CDC’s website.    Then, and most 
importantly, imagine what it does to family 
members.

It seems silly there was ever a fight knowing 
what smoking does but tobacco is still sold and 
we still pay the price.  Higher insurance rates for 
us all, uneven workloads from absenteeism, you 
get the idea.

Sounds kind of like the discussion we are having 
now around climate change.  Some in industry 
feel reports and studies that tie human activity to 
climate change aren’t enough evidence to make 
changes because earlier reports did not make 
the same connections, they aren’t 100% certain, 
or because the reports cannot absolutely predict 
the impact of carbon.  To the latter, I cannot 
absolutely predict when I’ll need my seatbelt 
but I wear it because it doesn’t harm me when I 
don’t need it and it could save my life when I do 
(plus it’s cheaper than a ticket -- the state has no 
problem regulating that).  Clinging to the notion 
of “we don’t know for certain” is akin to that or 
the tobacco discussion.  We may not know “for 
certain” but we have A REALLY STRONG “pretty 
sure”.  In the meantime, reducing carbon output 
is not going to harm us if we do not really need 
it.  And for the former, just look up old cigarette 
ads -- it’s shocking what they used to say.

Then there are some politicians who feel that if 
we reduce our emissions it will kill jobs because 
we will not be able to burn as many fossil fuels 
to power our world.  Gosh, that’s true; it could 
reduce the number of fossil fuel based jobs.  
Then again, taking lead out of gasoline reduced 
jobs; taking asbestos out of insulation reduced 
jobs; banning certain pesticides reduced jobs.  
The digital camera put film makers out of jobs.  
The mobile phone put the pay phone makers 
out of jobs.  The automobile put farriers out of 
jobs.  But wait, every one of those industries did 
something else or turned to new technologies!  

continued on page 4
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We learned and we changed.  Even Texas, oil 
rich Texas, now generates more wind-energy 
than most other states.  According to the 
US Department of Energy (DOE), the 2009 
construction of a 100 MW wind energy facility in 
Colorado has an economic “ripple effect” of 495 
new local jobs created during construction, and 
$136 million in economic benefits and 21 local 
long-term jobs over construction and 20 years 
of use1.   At the end of 2013, Texas had over 
10,000 MW of wind energy2.  Do the math.

But, by all means, let’s get twisted up around 
the questions instead of looking at the answer.

How about this.  Let’s pretend all the tree-
huggers are wrong BUT we reduce carbon 
emissions for no good reason (well, except for 
what DOE figured up in Colorado but multiplied 
everywhere).  What will happen?  Energy prices 
may go up (at least that’s what we’ve been 
told -- keep in mind how much wind we have in 
Texas and the price we pay -- not much of an 
increase).  We may reduce our dependence on 
oil through higher fuel efficiencies which may 
also reduce our grocery and travel bills.  We 
may develop new technologies to replace carbon 
based technologies and bring manufacturing 
and jobs back to the United States.  And we’ll 
still do all the same things we’ve been doing but 
we’ll do them with a smaller carbon footprint.  
Ouch.

On the other hand, let’s pretend all the nay-
sayers are wrong BUT we continue to emit more 
and more carbon because it’s cheaper?  What 
might happen?  Continued trapping of heat 
within our atmosphere?  More intense weather 
patterns?  If the ice caps melt, sea levels will rise 
and that will flood coastal areas, cut off tourism, 

put people out of work, and cost us millions, if 
not billions, in reconstruction expenses (check 
out the Florida Climate report in the footnote)3.  
If the oceans warm, sharks and other predators 
swim beyond normal hunting grounds, spawning 
areas for other marine life shrink costing us more 
for sea-food.   The chemistry of the oceans can 
also shift, harming reefs and impacting tourism.  
More intense heat waves reduce outdoor 
worker productivity and increase healthcare 
considerations and can lead to brown-outs and 
grid overloads that’ll reduce worker productivity 
as they wait in the dark.  More intense 
precipitation events lead to flooding and require 
more rescues which eat into municipal budgets 
and use resources.  Drought damages crops and 
kills off livestock, raising our grocery bills.  Then 
there are higher insurance rates from property 
losses due to weather damage.  You think the 
insurance companies are going to just absorb 
the cost of replacing homes and businesses 
torn apart in tornadoes or cars pulverized by 
hail or flooded 
out?  Yeah, me 
either.  But, by 
all means, let’s 
not do anything 
that could cost the fossil fuel industry or raise 
our electricity a little each year to reduce 
carbon.   Let’s keep paying more for groceries, 
water, fuel, insurance and who knows what 
else because we do not want to reduce carbon 
emissions on our planet because some are a bit 
worried the science is not 100% conclusive.  As 
a matter of fact, let’s not make plans for the 4th 
of July weekend because we’re not 100% sure 
it will be sunny.  

It’s time to stop entertaining the ridiculous 
distractions and start addressing what we can 
see happening around us.  The world isn’t flat 
and climate change is real.  And if you still 
believe it isn’t, what would it hurt if we acted 
like it was?  

We make decisions that we hope will make our 
lives better all the time – what’s keeping us this 
time?

1http://apps2.eere.energy.gov/wind/windexchange/pdfs/economic_
development/2009/jedi_factsheet.pdf

2http://www.awea.org/Resources/Content.aspx?ItemNumber=5059&navIt
emNumber=742

3http://bipartisanpolicy.org/sites/default/files/FL%20Climate.pdf
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What’s happening around town...
Here’s a quick list.  Be sure to visit www.greendallas.net/green_events.html for our calendar and a link to Green Source DFW.

The information posted here is taken from www.greensourcedfw.org.  The City of Dallas cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information listed herein.  Interested parties should visit the web sites listed on 
Green Source DFW to verify times and locations for the events listed here

Urban Acres:  Natural Insect Control & Repellents  10:00 am - 11:00 am

Learn about natural bug repellents – both for you, your home and your garden. We’ll also discuss some all-
natural remedies that can help soothe/heal bug bites.  Presentation by Azure Saunders, a diligent, locally-based 
researcher on herbal remedies, and Anita Mills, garden manager at Urban Acres Farmstead.  Free. RSVP required.

To register, visit http://urbanacresfarmstead.com/farmstead-classes

Location:  Urban Acres, 1605 North Beckley Avenue, Dallas, TX 75203

Saturday,

July 12th

Friday,

July 4th

Dallas Sierra Club: Trammell Crow on Earth Day      7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Trammell S. Crow, who transformed Earth Day Dallas into the largest Earth Day celebration in the world, will 
talk about Earth Day Texas, its purpose, its importance and plans for the future.  He supports various non-profit 
organizations that are active in family planning, education, the environment, community initiatives and political 
causes. 

For more information, call  972-699-1687 or email KirkMiller@DallasSierraClub.org

Location:  REI, 4515 LBJ Freeway, Dallas, TX 75244

Tuesday,

July 8th

REI:  Explore the Beauty of America    7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

The presentation details 3,000-mile loop road trip routes within every region of the continental U.S. Presented by 
Suzan Schnitzius, Hostelling International-USA’s travel education presenter. Free.

Location:  REI, 4515 LBJ Freeway, Dallas, TX 75244

Thursday,

July 10th

Texas Discovery Gardens: Red, White & Butterflies             10:-0 am - 7:00 pm

Join us for this park-wide celebration on the 4th of July. Enjoy the TDG gardens and butterflies for just one buck 
during this family-friendly celebration.

For more information, visit http://texasdiscoverygardens.org/

Location:  Texas Discovery Gardens, 3601 MLK Jr. Boulevard, Dallas, TX, 75210

Saturday,

July 19th

Texas Discovery Gardens:Moths-Tales from the Dark Side 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Delve beyond butterflies and learn about one of nature’s “other pollinators,” the moth. Learn about fascinating 
behaviors, adaptations and diversity in the moth world from entomologist John Watts. $15

For more information, visit http://texasdiscoverygardens.org/

Location:  Texas Discovery Gardens, 3601 MLK Jr. Boulevard, Dallas, TX, 75210

REI:  Bike Maintenance Basics    10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Routine maintenance on your bike can keep you riding smooth and prolong the life of your bike. Join an 
introductory class designed to help you take care of your bike. Free.

Location:  REI, 4515 LBJ Freeway, Dallas, TX 75244

Saturday,

July 19th






