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Dallas Park Reforestation Program
by Karen Woodard 

Trees and parks go hand-in-hand like peanut butter 
and jelly: you can have each by themselves but they 
are so much better together!
    
The City of Dallas has beautiful parks and beautiful 
trees.  What most folks don’t think about is that a 
forest is not a static thing, not even an urban forest.  
A forest is always changing, trees grow and trees 
die.  What is different between what most of us think 
about as a forest, such as Yellowstone or Sequoia 
National Forests that naturally regenerate and an 
urban forest like the Great Trinity Forest is that we 
have to plant new trees regularly.  Without our help, 
the Great Trinity urban forest would decline and, 
sooner or later, disappear!
    
Over the last several years, several local partners 
have been able to plant trees through individual 
efforts.  The Dallas Mavericks “Trees for Threes” 

planted 150 trees at Lake Cliff Park and at T&P Hill.  
The Baylor Cancer Center mitigation planted 284 
trees in Kiest and Glendale Parks.  An additional 
486 trees were planted in 4 parks by TxDOT for 
LBJ construction mitigation, and many other small 
projects throughout the city.  But how do we create 
an annual program designed to reforest those 
parks where we are removing declining trees at an 
exponential rate?

In the winter of 2013, we had our first annual tree 
planting event at Stone Tables starting the Trees 
Please - Reforestation of White Rock Lake project.  
Over 400 volunteers, including 200 Girl Scouts, 
planted 156 trees.  This was only accomplished 
through great partnerships with For the Love of 
the Lake, White Rock Conservancy, White Rock 
Foundation, and many more who raise funds to have 
the much needed irrigation installed for each and 
every tree planted.     

continued on page 2
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Got stuff to recycle?
Visit GreenDallas.net to learn how to dispose of just 
about anything -- safely and responsibly.  Newspaper, 
cans, foam cartons, hard-plastics, electronics and more 
-- it’s all there to see!

continued from page 1 
Trees Please - Year Two will take place at the Big 
Thicket and will not only include planting new trees 
but will also include the removal of some of our 
most prominent invasive species: Chinese privet and 
Chinese honeysuckle.

What about all our other parks?  No worries, we 
are working on the Heritage 
Grove project with the Texas 
Trees Foundation where they 
will be planting trees with 
irrigation in five designated 
parks.  

Notice a common theme?    
Partnerships are key!  
Partners, whether corporate, 
neighborhood, or a 
combination of both are how 
reforestation will happen.  
With over 370 parks and 
18,000 acres, our needs are 

great and the potential even greater.

And like our peanut butter and jelly sandwich….
whether you like crunchy or smooth, oaks or elms, 
TREES ARE GOOD!

Urban Heat Island
by Kim Mackey

Have you ever heard the term “urban heat island”? 
In simple terms, it is when an urban area is hotter 
than the surrounding land area -- an “island” of heat.

Urban heat islands are created with the sun heats 
hard surfaces like rooftops, pavement, and even 
vehicles – darker surfaces more so than lighter 
surfaces (who in Texas hasn’t figured that out yet?), 
and that concentrated, trapped heat over-warms the 
area compared with adjacent temperatures. Green 
spaces like parks and open fields do not readily 
absorb heat, but vacant, dry soil and dirt lots will. If 
you have ever walked on asphalt in the summer and 
jumped up on to the first patch of grass you can find, 
you know from experience that these surfaces can be 
up to 50 degrees hotter than the air above them and 
they stay hot longer.

After the sun has set, all of the surfaces that absorbed 
heat will start to “cool off”.  That is, they will release 
that trapped heat back into the environment.  This is 
another component of the heat island effect.  Urban 
areas, with more pavement, buildings, and rooftops 
that all absorbed heat during the day, will release that 
heat to the atmosphere, causing urban areas to be 
hotter during the night than surrounding suburban or 
rural areas.  This temperature difference, plotted in 
the graphic below, can impact plants and vegetable 
gardens, pets, even your energy bill from higher air 
conditioning long into the night.  Never mind that 
warmer evenings mean more bugs and bugs staying 
longer into the fall and showing up earlier in the 
spring.  

A few years ago, the Houston Advanced Research 
Center (HARC) conducted an urban heat island study 
for Dallas and found that average urban summer night 
time temperatures were almost 4 degrees warmer 
than rural temperatures. Higher temperatures can 
mean more energy consumption for air conditioning, 
cars or buildings; increased evaporative emissions 
of volatile organic compounds (VOCs), which are 
a precursor to ozone -- the only air pollutant for 
which the D-FW region does not meet the air quality 
standard; and, increased water consumption for 
dried out gardens and yards.  Not to mention, it just 
makes things uncomfortable.

Urban areas like Dallas can minimize the urban heat 
island effect by investing in or converting existing 
surfaces to more reflective surfaces, like concrete 
pavements instead of asphalt, light colored roofs 
instead of dark or, even better, living green roofs.  
Vacant paved or dry lots can be converted to green 
spaces or shaded with trees which help improve air 
quality.  

HARC noted in their study that Dallas’ urban tree 
canopy and the Trinity River contribute to cooler 
daytime temperatures compared to other cities.  
Imagine how hot it would be here if we lost either of 
these treasures to excess heat or drought.   
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Kevin’s Corner - An Opinion Piece
by Kevin Lefebvre 

It’s so hot.  And yet, no matter how much I complain, 
it seems to happen every year.  On top of that, 
the weather patterns are changing and extreme 
temperatures are coming with extreme climate 
events like wildfires, tornadoes, and derechos.   And 
with the increasing heat, ice caps and glaciers are 
melting and sea levels are rising -- threatening 
coastal regions in the lower United States (despite 
the coastal impacts in Alaska and island areas of the 
U.S. that have gone largely unreported).

The President announced his plans to fight climate 
change June 25 in response to the increasing costs 
associated with recovery and economic loss due to 
extreme weather events.  Some will argue that it 
is too costly to take action and that any strategies 
that impact our economy will be detrimental to the 
recovery.  Seriously?    

You want to talk economics?  Are we ready to pay the 
increased expense of rebuilding our communities?  
Last year, climate and weather disasters cost our 
economy over $100 billion dollars.  (In my best Dr. 

Evil) “one hundred billion dollars”!  
Who thinks that money will just 
automatically fall out of the sky and 
cover that bill?  Not me.  I know 
that money is coming out of my 
increasing insurance premiums on 
my home.  It’s coming out of my food 

budget when I have to pay more for groceries due to 
shortages from drought (how will I be able to feed 
Mr. Biggelsworth?).  It’s coming out of my electric 
bill when the Texas electric grid goes to capacity and 
we have to buy energy on the market at exorbitant 
rates or face rolling black-outs.  It’s coming out of my 
water bill when I have to water more often because 
we’re “behind” on our rainfall totals...AGAIN!  

On a personal level, I have been trying to get into 
shape this year by exercising more and eating 
healthier.  Eating healthy is hard enough given the 
amazing abundance of junk food options available so 
I’m doing my best to keep my garden healthy -- in 
this heat -- to have healthy choices on the dinner 
table.  As for exercise, I try to run (let’s be honest...
jog) a few times each week to keep the muscles 
toned and the ticker healthy.  
But my window of opportunity 
is growing increasingly 
narrowed by warmer overnight 
temperatures due to the heat-
island phenomenon and the 
fast approaching 100°+ day times.  I get up at 6:00 
a.m. to go run for 30-40 minutes while it’s “cool” in 
dawn’s early light but even then I can feel the heat 
radiating off the street before a beam of sunlight 

touches it for the day.  Crazy.

If we all do just a little to reduce our carbon footprint 
and consume just a little less, perhaps we can set 
a new standard of living for the world to emulate.  
A new standard where cleaner technologies are the 
economically feasible options instead of the dirtier 
options the developing countries are beginning to 
explore.

This July, as we 
celebrate our 
independence, 
let’s remember 
the words of the 
Declaration of 
I ndependence 
which moved our 
forefathers to 
action: 

...all experience hath shewn, that mankind 
are more disposed to suffer, while evils are 
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing 
the forms to which they are accustomed.

Okay, so we are not declaring our independence from 
a tyrranical monarch who refused to address our 
grievances, but we can choose to liberate ourselves 
from the continuing ill-effects of climate change and 
extreme weather, bearing the costs today rather than 
mortgaging them to our posterity, and ensuring our 
safety; we can declare our independence from the 
model that has brought us to this point and continues 
to pollute our atmosphere with heat-trapping carbon.  
If we find the will power (or Austin Power) to do the 
right thing.  

It is up to us to make this decision in the course of 
these human events.

July 4, 2013
4:30 - 11:30 p.m.
1300 Robert B. Cullum Blvd.,  Dallas, TX

Celebrate Independence Day with 
festivities for all ages and beautiful 
fireworks from inside Dallas’ historic 
Fair Park at MetroPCS FAIR PARK 
FOURTH from 4:30-11:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 4, at Fair Park.  Free 
and open to the public, the family-
fun event will feature a Dallas Wind 
Symphony patriotic performance 
sponsored by Big City Crushed 
Concrete, reduced admission to 
Fair Park’s museums at select 
times, “dancing water” shows at the 
Esplanade Fountain, kids activities 
and entertainment, plus a spectacular 
fireworks show sponsored by Gold 
Metal Recyclers.



What’s happening around town...
Here’s a quick list.  Be sure to visit www.greendallas.net/green_events.html for our calendar and a link to Green Source DFW.

The information posted here is taken from www.greensourcedfw.org.  The City of Dallas cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information listed herein.
Interested parties should visit the web sites listed on Green Source DFW to verify times and locations for the events listed here.
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Tuesday, 

July 9th

Texas Discovery Gardens:  World of Butterflies                             7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Dale Clark, co-founder of the Dallas County Lepidopterist Society, will present “Fascinating World of Butterflies.” 
The class begins at Texas Discovery Gardens and ends with a field trip by caravan to Dale’s butterfly farm south 
of Dallas. $30.

For more information, go to http://texasdiscoverygardens.org/

Location:   Texas Discovery Gardens, 3601 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Dallas, TX 75210

Saturday,

July 20th

Tuesday, 

July 16th

Texas Discovery Gardens:  Ascent of the Arthropod                         6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Lecture on the evolution of arthropods (like insects and spiders). Enjoy a complimentary glass of champagne 
and light hors d’oeuvres, plus a tour of the butterfly house. $15.

For more information, go to http://texasdiscoverygardens.org/

Location:   Texas Discovery Gardens, 3601 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Dallas, TX 75210

North Texas Sustainable Showcase                        9:00 am - 5:00 pm

NTX Sustainable Showcase is for architects, engineers, interior designers, developers, contractors, owners, 
facilities managers and others interested in the sustainable building industry. This event will provide panel 
presentations with experts in the industry who will review why to choose healthy materials, how they affect 
designs, and how to implement in projects.  Cost: $100 ($90/AIA, CSI and USGBC members) and $45/students.

For more information and to register, go to http://www.ntxsustainableshowcase.com/

Location:  Dallas Arboretum, 8525 Garland Road, Dallas, TX 75218

Thursday,

July 11th

Dallas Sierra Club: Grand Canyon Excursion & Water Recycling             7:00 pm - 8:30 pm   

Hear about an 18-day excursion in the Grand Canyon on the Colorado River and learn about the benefits and 
the “how’s” of water recycling. Free.

For more information, go to http://dallassierraclub.org/

Location:   REI, 4515 LBJ Freeway, Dallas, TX 75244

Saturday, 

July 20th

Dallas Sierra Club: Upgrading Trails at Cedar Ridge Preserve                                        8:00 am - 12:00 pm

Work until 11 am, then take a tour of the preserve. No tools are required. Bring water and gloves

For more information, go to http://dallassierraclub.org/

Location:   Cedar Ridge Preserve, 7171 Mt. Creek Parkway, Dallas, TX 75249

Saturday, 

July 27th

Texas Discovery Gardens:  Drought-Resistant Plants              10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Learn about common and not-so-common landscape plants tough enough to survive severe water restrictions. 
Take home samples to add to your garden. $20.

For more information, go to http://texasdiscoverygardens.org/

Location:   Texas Discovery Gardens, 3601 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Dallas, TX 75210


