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The Biggest Little Secret in the 
Country: the Trinity River Corridor 
Project

by Judy Schmidt

to contain the unpredictable flood waters of the 
river.  The city developed business and residential 
districts far from the river’s banks with land in 
abundance and the idea of urban sprawl being 
king.

Today, the Trinity River Corridor Project is fulfilling 
the long-standing dream of creating a signature 
place where urbanization, recreation and nature 
come together. The City envisions walking and 
biking areas throughout the 20 miles and 10,000 
acres of the project area. In addition, it continues 
to bring thousands of people to the floodway 
through the annual Trinity River Levee Run, the 
Trinity River Wind Festival and the Trinity River Photo 
Contest.

continued on page 2

The idea of taming the Trinity River, providing flood 
control and embracing the river for recreation has 
been a part of Dallas’ history for over 100 years. 
Texas is known for its sunny skies and dry summers; 
however, North Texas is a vast watershed that 
stretches from the border 
of Oklahoma continuing 
through the entire length 
of Dallas’ city limits. When 
it rains on the Trinity River, 
the water rolls all the 
way down to the Gulf of 
Mexico!

Early city planners knew they needed flood 
control and the Dallas Levee System was created 

Commerce Street Graffiti Park, Trinity River Wind Festival, May 18, 2013

Photo by Caren Mack
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continued from page 1
Over 4,000 people enjoyed a beautiful sunny 
day along the Trinity River at the Trinity River Wind 
Festival in May. There were City departments on 
hand to provide information on the Marshal’s 
office, the Office of Environmental Quality, 
Sanitation, and Trinity Watershed Management.  
In addition, the festival was loaded with wind-
driven recreational fun: from the massive show 
kites and Kids Fun Zone with bounce houses and 
clowns to the rehabilitated birds of prey from the 
Blackland Prairie Raptor Center and the charming 
critters from Dallas Zoo Outreach. People of all 
ages walked over the levees to make a kite at 
the Japanese Kite Maker’s booth or to enjoy the 
simple pleasure of being outdoors and flying a kite 
provided by NRG and Reliant, title sponsors for the 
event.

It is estimated over 250,000 people have either 
visited the Trinity River Corridor in 2013 or have seen 
the photos from the Trinity River Photo Contest.  

The winning images debuted in NorthPark Center 
which boasts 26 million visitors per year.  Currently, 
ten of the winning images are displayed at the 
Macy’s at NorthPark on the first floor near the 
elevator banks – a high traffic area.

Looking south toward the Great Trinity Forest, an 
amazing ecosystem thrives with fish, birds and 
wildlife in abundance.  Walk near the clay banks 
and the tracks from squirrels, rabbits, opossums, 
armadillos, beavers, coyotes, foxes, and bobcats 
are prevalent.  North Texas is one of the major 
flight paths for North American migratory birds 
such as the Great White Egret, Blue Heron, Ibis, 
Killdeer, Warbler, Red Tailed Hawk, Barred and 
Hoot Owls, Roseate Spoonbill, Mallard, Coot, 
Chickadee, Bald Eagle, Greater Roadrunner, and 
countless other native and migratory birds -- all 
who live along or visit the Trinity River during the 
annual migration periods.  Many fish and aquatic 
animals also live in the heart of Dallas indicating 
that the river is coming back as a place of beauty 
and environmental wonder.

The City continues to build the Trinity River Corridor 
Project with trails, bridges and gateway parks. 
It continues to be the most complex and the 
largest urban development effort undertaken 
by Dallas.  Already, the patient Trinity River is no 
longer a forgotten part of our heritage.  Instead, 
a quiet revolution is taking place turning it into a 
magnificent and diverse recreational destination 
designed for the enjoyment of different types of 
sports enthusiasts – hikers, cyclists, boaters, birders, 
artists, photographers – and people just wanting 
to get away from the concrete jungle for a 
restorative walk along the river.  Explore the Trinity 
at www.trinityrivercorridor.com.

Got stuff to recycle?
Visit GreenDallas.net to learn how to dispose of just 
about anything -- safely and responsibly.  Newspaper, 
cans, foam cartons, hard-plastics, electronics and more 
-- it’s all there to see!

Like Our Page on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/GreenDallasTX 

  

Follow Us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/GreenDallas 

Photo by Judy Schmidt
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Bright colors and bold patterns redefine 
nature in Texas Discovery Gardens’ latest 

exhibition. Large scale acrylics and monotypes 
by Jackie MacLelland feature alternative 
perspectives on old ideas. Ceramic birds 
and printed columns are also on display to 
challenge conventional thought. 

Jackie MacLelland is a painter, printmaker, 
photographer, sculptor, encaustic (hot wax 
painting) artist, and writer who has lived, 
taught, and exhibited around the world. She 
holds degrees from a number of universities 
and has attended classes and workshops in 
a variety of media in Asia, Europe, and the 
United States. She works from her studio, 
which is now located in Poetry, Texas, and 
offers workshops in printmaking, photography, 
encaustic art, and papermaking.

Having traveled extensively and exhibited 
both nationally and internationally, she 
loves to texture her works with the feel of the 
countries and cultures she has experienced.

This exhibition runs through August 16, 2013 in 
Texas Discovery Gardens’ gallery, curated by 
Janet Reynolds. 

Portals Exhibition, featuring Texas artist Jackie MacLelland

Not long after I moved into my new home (a metal building), I noticed that hummingbirds 
were entering the warehouse by one of the high overhead doors, and that although both 
overhead doors were open, providing points of light, the birds could not seem to find their way 
out. They stayed high up in the ceiling. I tried desperately to save them, but the birds simply 
could not see the doors in front of them.  

The experience with the birds made me think of Bede [672 - 735 CE] and gave me pause to 
think: What if we were like those birds? What if there was a way into the great unknown that 
we simply could not see because we were so handicapped by our cultural vision that we 
would not even look at another possibility when it was right before us?  Since that epiphany, I 
have been searching for that simple, obvious passageway, which I believe is held somewhere 
in nature, the subject of this body of work.

 -Jackie MacLelland



One cigarette butt probably isn’t a big problem 
(notice I said “big problem” – it’s a problem, just 
not a big one); one-hundred or one-thousand 
butts is a massive problem.  One quart of motor 
oil can foul 250,000 gallons of water.  A QUARTER 
OF A MILLION GALLONS!  The average car holds 
about 5 quarts.  One yokel draining his oil pan 
into the storm drain can foul 1.25 MILLION 
GALLONS OF WATER!  Imagine that!   

We can do better. We should do better. We can 
make sure we control our trash.  We can use 
commercial car washes that have their drains 
tied to the sanitary sewer.  We can report 
those who use our River as a dumping ground 
to authorities.  I could rant on the many ways 
I’ve watched people harm our watershed -- 
including “goin’ muddin’” which disturbs the 
natural system and kicks up mud that can flow 
into the waterways and choke aquatic life -- but 
I’m going to take a deep breath instead and 
simply say that if you’d like to learn more about 
the efforts and programs in place so you can 
be in the know, visit GreenDallas.net or, for a 
better look, visit WhereDoesItGo.com 
(not .org, that’s Cleveland’s site).  

And let’s all work together to take care of our 
precious Trinity River.
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Kevin’s Corner - An Opinion Piece
by Kevin Lefebvre

This is the American Rivers month. We have one 
of those. Well, actually, I guess we have three, 
but they’re all nicely bundled up here at home 
to make our one Trinity River. 

On the surface, many people think of the Trinity 
as a narrow, band of water that cuts its way 
through our city on its way downstream.  Those 
of us, who know better, realize the Trinity is an 
ecosystem teeming with life.  Birds, resident 
and migratory, feed along its shores as they 
rest from flight.  Fish and amphibians brood 
in the currents that carry life sustaining water 
through North Texas.  Nature thrives up and 
down the banks and forks of our Trinity River 
bringing balance to the lives that depend on her 
course.  And whether we choose to recognize the 
dependency or not, humans equally rely on the 
Trinity for life.  This is why we should all become 
more away of the efforts and programs in place 
to protect our Trinity River from the impacts of 
our everyday activity to preserve and maintain 
the River for recreation, enjoyment, commerce, 
and, for quality of life.

No one likes litter. When trash blows out of the 
receptacles it inevitably makes its way to our 
creeks and streams which wind their way to our 
lakes and our Trinity.  That’s easy to spot.  But 
when that smoker tosses a butt out the window, 
where does it go? How about that straw wrapper 
that blew off the table at lunch?  What about the 
fluids from a leaky oil pan or radiator?  They 
all end up in the very waterways upon which 
we rely for our drinking water, recreational 
activities, and for some, food.  

Our storm sewers (the inlets in the streets or 
parking lots that convey water to nearby creeks 
or streams during rain events) are not connected 
to our sanitary sewer (the sewer where your 
sink, toilet, and tub go).  This means that any 
waste that goes into the inlets will go to the 
Trinity.  Cups, bottles, bags, pet waste, at-home 
car washing soaps, pesticides, you name it; if 
it can contact water outside (sprinkler or storm 
run-off), it can flow into the River.  Yuck.

May was Air 
Quality Awareness 
Month, and as we 
approach summer, 
we would like you to 
think about how you 
will help prevent air 
pollution this ozone 
season. The first day 
of summer is June 
21st, which is also 

Clean Air Action Day.

On Friday, June 21st, join others in North Texas 
who have committed to activities that will 
reduce emissions and improve air quality. Be 
Air Aware, help others become Air Aware, and 
commit to making a change this summer and 
ozone season, or even better, for life.

You can do things like commit to bring your 
lunch to work more often, ride transit more 
often, ride your bike or walk to work, lunch, or 
to run errands. Visit AirNorthTexas.org to get 
ideas about how you can help us all 
go green…breathe clean.



$8/adults
$6/ages 60+

$4/ ages 3-11
Free for under 3

Enjoy live reptiles, 
crafts, food, & fun. 
Stay cool indoors!

Live encounters with 
native Texas snakes at 

10:30, 11:30, 12:30

Plus: see our
Snake Feeding 

at 1 pm!

FAIR PARK  •  GATE 6  •  214.428.7476 x 341  •  TEXASDISCOVERYGARDENS.ORG
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What’s happening around town...
Here’s a quick list.  Be sure to visit www.greendallas.net/green_events.html for our calendar and a link to Green Source DFW.

The information posted here is taken from www.greensourcedfw.org.  The City of Dallas cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information listed herein.
Interested parties should visit the web sites listed on Green Source DFW to verify times and locations for the events listed here.
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Tuesday, 

June 11th

Dallas Parks Foundation: Confab 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

The Dallas Parks Foundation is hosting a conversation about public spaces, hiking & biking and recreation. Get 
an inside look at progress taking place in the city, with featured topics including:  Dallas Bikeway System, Summer 
Adventures in Fair Park, Downtown Parks Master Plan, The Dallas Zoo, Park(ing) Day Dallas, and Aquatics for 
Dallas.  $10 donation for admittance.

For more information, go to http://www.eventbrite.com/event/5710436068/?ref=enivte001&utm_source=eb_
email&utm_media=email&utm_compaign=invitemodernv2&utm_term=readmore&invite=null#

Location:   House of Blues, 2200 N. Lamar Street, Dallas, TX 75219

Tuesday,

June 11th

Saturday, 

June 22nd

Texas Discovery Gardens: Fangs! 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

See native Texas snakes and other reptiles.  Learn about snakes and other reptiles at 1 pm, followed by a 
guided tour of the snake exhibit.  Free with admission.

For more information, go to http://texasdiscoverygardens.org/

Location:   Texas Discovery Gardens, 3601 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Dallas, TX 75210

Barefoot Walking, Hiking, and Earthing 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Authors Michael Sandler and Jessica Lee of Barefoot Running: How to Run Light and Free by Getting in Touch 
with the Earth and founders of RunBare.com will show how barefoot walking and hiking can help you reconnect 
to the earth and become stronger of body, mind and sole.  Free.

Location:  REI, 4515 LBJ Freeway, Dallas, TX 75244

Thursday,

June 6th

Dallas Sierra Club: Wildlife Conservation & Storm Water    7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

John Davis of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept will talk about what the future holds for Texas’ wildlife. In addition, 
the Dallas Stormwater Management Outreach Department will describe what storm water is, how it is regulated, 
the primary sources of pollution of storm water in Dallas, what the City of Dallas does to protect it, and what 
private citizens can do.

For more information, contact: Kirk Miller, 972-699-1687 or KirkMiller@DallasSierraClub.org.

Location:   REI, 4515 LBJ Freeway, Dallas, TX 75244

Saturday, 

June 15th

Recycle Revolution:  Earth Day After Party 12:00 pm - 11:45 pm

Recycle Revolution hosts this free gathering featuring live music, food, drinks, ping-pong, films (Landfill Harmonic 
and The Story of Stuff) and tour of zero-waste facility. 

For more information, go to https://www.facebook.com/events/460591204022152/

Location:   Recycle Revolution, 1703 Chestnut Street, Dallas, TX 75226

Tuesday, 

June 25th

Rain Water Harvesting 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

This program covers the basics and benefits of rainwater harvesting and the effects stormwater has on the 
environment. Participants will learn how to collect and utilize rainwater at home and construct a 55-gallon rain 
barrel. Cost: $50/per barrel.

Register at http://dallas.tamu.edu/courses/2013/april-22,-2013-107-rainwater-harvesting-rain-barrel-making/

Location:   Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Center , 17360 Coit Road Building C , Dallas, TX 75252
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