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This month, May - Air Quality Awareness Month, 
everyone is encouraged to do something to help 
protect our air.  Carpooling, conserving water 
and electricity, riding mass transit, biking, 
walking to lunch -- these are all simple things 
we can do to improve air quality and protect 
little lungs.

Another, bigger way to reduce your impact to 
our atmosphere is to buy a new, more fuel-
efficient vehicle to replace an aging, gas guzzler.

These days, there 
are many hybrid, 
plug-in hybrid, 
and all electric 
vehicle choices 
and incentives 
available to 
make purchasing 
a new, eco-

friendly car a snap!  Unfortunately, all those 
choices can confuse even the savviest shopper. 
To help those of us in the market for a new ride, 
we have put together some pointers on what to 
look for while you’re  “kicking the tires.”  

Hybrids, Plug-ins, EV, oh my!
by Kimberly Mackey

Hybrids
Hybrid vehicles use a gasoline engine and 
electric motor to propel the vehicle. Features of 
a hybrid vehicle include:
• Regenerative braking - the energy from 
the turning wheels turns a motor, which functions 
as a generator. Energy normally wasted during 
braking is converted into electricity which is 
stored in a battery until needed.
• Automatic start/shut-off - the engine 
shuts off when the vehicle comes to a stop and 
restarts when the accelerator is pressed. This 
prevents wasting energy during idling.

continued on page 2



vehicles with lower emissions and better fuel 
economy. If your current vehicle is 10 years 
or older, or failed an emissions inspection, you 
may quality for $3,500 to surrender your vehicle 
and purchase a hybrid or electric vehicle. This 
program is restricted to Collin, Dallas, Denton, 
Ellis, Johnson, Kaufman, Parker, Rockwall 
and Tarrant Counties. This program is also 
income restricted.  Please visit the Council of 
Governments website for program requirements 
and to apply (www.nctcog.org/AirCheckTexas).

Federal Tax Credit
This tax credit only applies 
to EVs purchased in or after 
2010. The credit varies 
based on the capacity of 
the vehicle’s battery. The 
base credit is $2,500, with  
an additional $417 available 
for each kilowatt hour of 
battery capacity over 5 
kilowatt hours. There are some plug-in hybrids 
that do not qualify for the full $7,500 credit. 
The credits will phase out after 200,000 of that 
model have been sold. Information about the 
credits available for plug-in hybrids and EVs can 
be found at FuelEconomy.gov.

continued from page 1

Plug-in Hybrids
These vehicles plug into an electrical outlet to 
charge the battery. There are plug-ins that drive 
only with the electric motor, and the gasoline 
engine is used to generate the electricity. There 

are also plug-ins 
that use both the 
gasoline engine and 
electric motor, where 
the electric motor is 
usually used only at 
low speeds.

All hybrids use less petroleum than conventional 
vehicles and thus emit fewer pollutants to our 
atmosphere and decrease our dependence on 
oil.

All Electric Vehicles (EVs)
Electric vehicles are propelled by an electric 
motor(s) powered by rechargeable battery 
packs. They are the most energy efficient vehicles 
because they can convert approximately 60% 
of the electrical energy stored in the battery to 
power. Comparatively, gasoline vehicles convert 
only about 20% of the energy in gasoline to 
power at the wheels. An added bonus, electricity 
is a domestic energy source.

Some may be weary about purchasing an EV 
because of limited driving range. The Department 
of Energy, FuelEconomy.gov, 
has a page where you can 
compare the range and the 
estimated costs to power 
an EV vehicle. You can also 
compare hybrids to one 
another. And GreenDallas.
net has a map with all of the 
electric charging stations in 
Dallas, as well as other links 
to find charging stations 
across Texas and the United States so you know 
where to get charged up at all times.

Incentives to purchase hybrids and EVs
Both the federal government and the State 
of Texas have incentives to aid you in your 
purchase of hybrids and electric vehicles.

Air Check Texas is an incentive program provided 
by the State of Texas to encourage people living 
in ozone non-attainment counties to purchase 
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The City is encouraging Dallas neighborhood groups to join in a citywide Spring 
cleanup effort on May 18, 2013.  The City will coordinate with participating groups
to provide out-of-schedule trash collection for neighborhoods that choose to join
in this special event. Register online at www.dallascityhall.com or contact 
Rozalind R. Dickerson at scs@dallascityhall.com or 214-670-5551 with questions.

OPERATION:
BEAUTIFICATION

Operation:
Beautification

A Citywide Community Cleanup

Saturday, May 18, 2013
An open invitation to neighborhoods,

community and religious groups
and businesses
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Kevin’s Corner - An Opinion Piece
by Kevin Lefebvre

I ran into an old friend of mine the other day...
my bicycle.  It seems so long ago that I leaned 
my expedition companion against the garage 
wall between the scrap two-by-fours and snow 
skis as the weather turned cold and I turned 
my focus to the activities of winter.  Actually, I 
didn’t physically run into my bike…I would have 
cried at that since it cost me a pretty penny…
but I did have to reconcile my absence with it 
as I dug out some old tools on that side of the 
garage to work in my vegetable garden.  

I really do love biking.  As a kid, the independence 
that came from pedal-power was exhilarating – 
it was comparable to the rush of freedom that 
came with my 16th birthday and getting my full 
license to drive.  Today, the rush of the wind 
across my face as I ride reminds me of a simpler 
time when life wasn’t as hurried.  Granted, the 
lack of any tousled locks these days is a pretty 
quick reminder that I am no longer a kid living 
in those simpler days, and the occasional bug 
smacking me in the face is a real good reminder 
of my connection to nature, but the experience of 
being completely under my own power remains 

a thrill nonetheless.  And who cares if the odd 
bug decides to play chicken with me; it’s nature 
and I’m a part of it!  

And since it is May and National Bike Month, 
what better time to dust off the old seat, stretch 
my legs, and hop on to see where time and trail 
take me?  

Like Our Page on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/GreenDallasTX 

  

Follow Us on Twitter:
www.twitter.com/GreenDallas 

Got stuff to recycle?
Visit GreenDallas.net to learn how to dispose of just 
about anything -- safely and responsibly.  Newspaper, 
cans, foam cartons, hard-plastics, electronics and more 
-- it’s all there to see!



Girls and boys alike realized that it does not 
take great strength to accomplish what they 
set their minds to achieving – only that it 
takes focused determination and a strong 
will to make things happen!

The Charitree event featured the Dallas 
Mavericks “Mavs Man” as well as their 

“Street Team” 
working to set 
up an inflatable 
basketball court 
for kids to shoot 
baskets to earn 
Mavs gear and to 

raise funds to benefit the Dallas Historic Tree 
Coalition and the City of Dallas Urban Forest 
Advisory Committee.  The “Mavs Man” even 
donned a harness and scaled a tree!  

What a great way to help kids connect 
with nature and to celebrate the majestic 
strength of trees.  Hopefully this event will 
be able to return to Earth Day Dallas next 
year and continue fostering stewardship for 
all who attend.

Excerpts and photos courtesy of Steve Houser, Fun Climb 
Event Developer; Past Chair, City of Dallas Urban Forest 
Advisory Committee; Past President, Dallas Historic Tree 
Coalition.

Many thanks, Steve!
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Go Climb a Tree!

Were you able to make it to Earth Day Dallas 
this year?  What an amazing event!  One of 
the highlights this year was the Fun Climb 
and Charitree Event – a new event this year 
– near the Centennial Hall of Fair Park.

Seeing people up in the trees was a magnet 
that attracted people to the cool shade under 
branching canopies.  Children, and adults, 
geared up to ascend into the splendor of the 
trees, forgetting their worries and enjoying 
the view from above.  Over the two-day 
Earth Day Dallas event, nearly 250 kids, 
and kids at heart, scaled the trees.  

Tree Climbers International’s professional 
tree climbers were 
on-hand to conduct 
the event because 
of their expertise in 
climbing methods and 
techniques.  The first 
day, Saturday, the 
event was developed 
specifically for the kids 
at Texas Scottish Rite 
Hospital for Children.  
The idea was to show 

them how they could overcome anything 
when thinking positively and remaining 
determined to succeed.  Greeting the kids 
was Patty Jenkins, who walks on crutches 
due to being post polio, who offered a level 
of comfort and support.  Patty explained 
that she herself is a climber and if she can 
do it – they can do it as well!  Patty and 
Peter Jenkins are the founders and owners 
of Tree Climbers International.

Over both days, the professional climbers 
provided personal training for each of 
the kids.  Parents and spectators offered 
encouragement from the ground.  And 
while it takes time for an adult to “learn the 
ropes”, many of the kids got it right away and 
ascended to the upper limits of the ropes!  



What’s happening around town...
Here’s a quick list.  Be sure to visit www.greendallas.net/green_events.html for our calendar and a link to Green Source DFW.

The information posted here is taken from www.greensourcedfw.org.  The City of Dallas cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information listed herein.
Interested parties should visit the web sites listed on Green Source DFW to verify times and locations for the events listed here.
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Friday, 

May 17th

Walk for Water  10:00 am - 12:00 pm

All ages are invited to join this free outdoor walk hosted by the city of Dallas’ Environment Education Initiative. 
The first 175 people to register online get free Camelbak water bottle and T-shirt.

For more information, go to http://dallaseei.org/drupal/index.php?q=front_page

Location:   Trinity River Audubon Center, 6500 Great Trinity Forest Way, Dallas, Texas 75217

Tuesday, 

May 14th

Gardening for Small Spaces 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Learn sustainable gardening in a small space, including how to make a compost bin with worms. Take home a 
finished container and vermicompost bin. $60/nonmembers, $48/members. Registration required..

For more information, go to http://texasdiscoverygardens.org/

Location:   Texas Discovery Gardens, 3601 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. , Dallas, TX 75210

Saturday,

May 11th

Saturday, 

May 18th

Butterfly Identifying and Gardening  12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Dale Clark, president of the Dallas County Lepidopterists’ Society and owner of Butterflies Unlimited, will 
introduce you to some of our local residents and discuss which plants attract which butterflies, must-haves for 
every butterfly garden as well as easy tricks to identify different types of butterflies. $27 or $18 for members.

Register at http://dallasarboretum.org/AdultEducation/GardeningDesign.htm

Location:   Dallas Arboretum, 8525 Garland Road, Dallas, TX 75218

Klyde Warren Park: Live on the Lawn 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Klyde Warren Park will showcase a series of jazz concerts through May 16. On May 9, Mario Cruz and Joseph 
Vincelliwill perform. Free.

For more information, go to http://www.klydewarrenpark.org

Location:  Over Woodall Rogers Freeway between Pearl and St. Paul

Thursday,

May 9th

Dallas Sierra Club: Lewa Wildlife Conservancy & Cedar Ridge Preserve       7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Dallas Sierra Club meeting will feature speaker Linda King of the Dallas Zoo sharing her experience at the Lewa 
Wildlife Conservancy in Africa. Also Ginger Bradley will talk about opportunities at the Cedar Ridge Preserve 
(formerly the Dallas Nature Center).

For more information, contact: Kirk Miller, 972-699-1687 or KirkMiller@DallasSierraClub.org.

Location:   REI, 4515 LBJ Freeway, Dallas, TX 75244

Tuesday, 

May 14th

Edible Dallas&FW: Film Screening: “Cafeteria Man” 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Edible Dallas & Fort Worth presents the Chipotle Food Film Series. Screening will be followed by a panel 
discussion featuring local experts.  A minimum $2 donation will be accepted at the door in support of local 
charities, and all attendees will receive a Buy One/Get One card good at all Chipotle restaurants.

For more information, go to https://www.facebook.com/events/348561311912160

Location:   Angelika Film Center, 5321 E. Mockingbird Lane, Dallas, TX 75206



2013
Home Chemical
Collection Day

Saturday, May 11
9 a.m - 3 p.m.

Southwest Center Mall
3663 W. Camp Wisdom

Dallas, TX 75237

Please have your driver’s license and water bill or other utility bill as proof of your residency.
Residents from cities not listed above must pay a minimum $95.00 waste management fee.

Rain or Shine!

Camp Wisdom

I 20 US H
W

Y 67

W
es

tm
or

el
an

d Collection area
in mall parking lot
along the southbound
frontage road of US-67.N

For more information:
Call the City of Dallas Waste Diversion Hotline at

214-670-4475 or dial 311 or contact
Dallas County Home Chemical Collection Center

11234 Plano Road, Dallas TX
214-553-1765

or http://www.dallascounty.org/department/plandev/hhw_intro.php

Publication No. 12/13:13

For residents of
Dallas, Addison, DeSoto, Duncanville, Farmers Branch, Garland,

Highland Park, Irving, Mesquite, Richardson, Rowlett, Sachse,
Seagoville, Sunnyvale, University Park,

and unincorporated areas of Dallas County.

PLEASE BRING:
     Chemical products for home use      Paint and home repair products     Automotive fluids & oil filters 
     Lawn and garden chemicals     Craft and hobby supplies     Fluorescent light tubes     Aerosol sprays       
     Batteries of all kinds     Cleaners and polishes     Pool chemicals 

DO NOT BRING:
    Containers larger than 5 gallons     Business or commercial waste     Common trash or recyclables
    Explosives or ammunition     Shock sensitive materials     Radioactive materials     Medications    
    Smoke detectors     Medical waste     Construction debris
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