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LITTER BLOWS
CITy WORkS TO fInd SOLuTIOn

(DALLAS)  The City of Dallas continues to 
pursue its goal of providing a clean, healthy 
environment to all citizens and visitors of this 
bustling metropolis.  With countless events 
and opportunities to shop, relax, play, and 
sight-see, Dallas is robust with activity and 
people on the go.

Nearly 1.3 million people call Dallas home.  
Across the greater Dallas - Fort Worth area, 
there are over six million people.  As a result, 
there is always something happening around 
town and, unfortunately, that’s where things 
get messy when people forget to clean up 
after themselves.  And that mess blows 
everywhere.

Often times, people may drop items as they 
hurry from one place to the next and not 
even realize they are contributing to the 
litter problem plaguing the streets, storm 
drains, manicured lawns, and well kept parks 
throughout the community.  

The Trinity River, the most populated river 

basin in Texas with nearly 
8 million people, winds 
through Dallas on its way 
to the Gulf.  Carelessness 
can pollute and dirty this 
massive river which brings 
life to so much of the state.

City Council and City staff 
are working diligently to 
find solutions to all the 
litter that blows around our 
beautiful city to ensure that 
the strong economic engine 
keeps purring like a kitten, 
unfettered by the impacts 
litter makes on the property 
values and the economy.

September is pollution prevention month.  
Residents are asked to be careful when 
disposing of unwanted items so they are 
properly handled to prevent them from 
becoming loose and part of the litter problem. 
Litter is no joke.  This reporter can assure 
you, no one wants to be a litter-bug and if we 
all pitch in, we can make a difference!

Unsightly litter about the Dallas community.
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Nobody wants a 
dirty community.
We can do more,
we can do better!
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Kevin’s Corner - An Opinion Piece
by Kevin Lefebvre, MS

There is some nasty stuff getting tossed along the roadways 
in Dallas.  I mean it, people are tossing the most funky 
stuff out the windows of cars.  The occasional banana peel 
or apple core would be one thing -- at least some hungry 
animal could eat that; but dirty diapers?  Soiled clothing?  
Undergarments?  Oil cans?  Bottles of who knows what?  
Come on, folks, that’s just gross.

How do I know this?  Well, to put it simply, my office mates 
and I are going through the litter in Dallas to find out what’s 
in it.  Sounds exciting, no?  With a whole lot of neoprene 
gloves and the occasional piece of extra-minty gum (to kill 
the smells), we go sorting through bags of trash you see the 
mowing teams collecting along side the roads.  And count it.

So far, in just five samplings, we’ve counted over 2,300 
pieces of litter.  And we’re only going through a fraction of 
the bags that get collected.  There’s so much out there!
 
Why are we doing this?  The City Council, when they voted 
to approve the carryout bag ordinance, also instructed our 
office, the Office of Environmental Quality, to report back 
to them on the types of litter we have in Dallas.  The idea is 
simple: find out what’s out there so we know what to address 
next.

Litter is harmful.  

It’s harmful to wildlife.  Poor turtle.  

It’s harmful to people.   Would you swim here?

It’s also harmful to our economy.  Would you shop here?

Litter, according to 55% of real estate agents, would 
decrease their assessment of your home’s value.  The 
National Association of Home Builders estimates litter 
in a community decreases property values by 7.4%.  On a 
$100,000 home, that’s $7,400 out of your pocket because 
of litter!

What’s worse, 36% of prospective businesses, you know, the 
kind that bring jobs to our city, say litter has an impact on 
their decision to move.  We’ve probably already lost some 
opportunities to litter, why lose more?

September is Pollution Prevention Month.  But I think we can 
keep at it all year long so we can protect our environment, 
ourselves, and our investments.  Take the ReverseLitter 
challenge today and everyday at ReverseLitter.com and let’s 
keep Dallas beautiful for our own good!
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The 2014 dallas Green fest

In the spirit of Pollution Prevention month, the Dallas 
Green Fest will once again be held during Pollution 
Prevention Week from September 15 to September 21.

The 2014 Dallas Green Fest will be held on Saturday, 
September 20, 2014 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the 
Continental Avenue Pedestrian Bridge.

Dallas’s newest sustainable amenity, the Continental 
Avenue Bridge and West Dallas Gateway are the most 
recent improvements to the Trinity River Corridor.  Thanks 
to a combination of a generous donation in honor of Mary 
McDermott Cook and city funds, this new destination will 
offer an activity space near the Trinity River unlike any 
other in Dallas with a view of downtown and West Dallas  
this is rivaled by none other!

Come eat, play and enjoy the 2014 Dallas Green Fest 
and experience a day of fun and healthy life-ing!  The 
event will feature City staff, vendors, artists, food trucks, 
activities and entertainment for families and friends of all 
ages. 

It will showcase products and services aimed at reducing 
environmental impacts and healthy living as well as arts 
and crafts and educational seminars to live with a smaller 
footprint.  

Lounge on the chairs, snack from one of the food trucks, 
play in the water, or participate in one of the many fitness 
activities offered – there is something for everyone.

Visit www.GreenDallas.net/greenfest for more 
information.  Interested exhibitors can pre-register online 
at http://greendallas.net/greenfest-prereg/ 



And the winner is...Cease the Grease!
by Helen Cantril-Dulac

Cease the Grease, the City of Dallas Water Utilities’ grease 
abatement program, is the 2014 winner of the North Texas 
Recycling Award in Excellence in Public Education 
and Outreach Program.  The award recognizes the 
outstanding contributions and forward thinking of the 
Cease the Grease program, which has meaningful impacts 
in waste reduction across North Texas.
                          
The Cease the Grease program was initiated to educate 
Dallas residents about proper grease disposal and recycling 
to help protect homes, businesses and the environment 
from the harmful effects of grease related Sanitary Sewer 
Overflows (SSOs).  These SSOs are caused by fats, oils and 
grease accumulating in the wastewater pipes and causing 
blockages in the system which are costly to remediate. 
Since the program’s inception in 2005, the City has seen a 
93% decrease in grease related SSOs.

Cease the Grease offers cooking oil recycling through 25 
drop-off stations in the Dallas area.  All the vegetable oil 
that is collected is converted into electricity at Dallas Water 
Utilities’ Southside Wastewater Treatment Plant which 
directly helps to clean our water.  For more information 
about Cease the Grease or to find the closet drop-off 
location, please visit http://www.ceasethegrease.org.

Lake Cliff Park Centennial Celebration
by Vicki Young

Lake Cliff Park became a public park 100 years ago. The 
Lake Cliff Park Centennial Celebration will be held at 
the Park, 300 E. Colorado Blvd, Dallas, Texas 75203, on 
Saturday, September 20, 2014, from 5 pm until 9 pm. This 
family-friendly event is free and the public is invited.

Lake Cliff Park surrounds a beautiful 3-acre lake with 
two dramatic fountains, historic WPA stone pavilions and 
pergolas, a restored rose garden, children’s playground, 
baseball diamond, tennis court and walking trail. The 
lake was once the site of a popular, private Dallas area 
amusement park with games, rides, casino, theater, 
restaurant, swimming and boating on the lake. “Lake Cliff 
Park really is an important part of Dallas history,” said 
Dr. Elba Garcia, who lived across from the lake for many 
years. “We’re so excited to be celebrating this hidden 
treasure with everyone.”

There will be live music by a barbershop quartet and a 
four-piece band, “Homespun Remedies” (Austin Cope, 
Michael Johnson, Chris Ray, and Mike Saunders). This 
well-known group wears period dress and will perform a 
mix of 1914-era music, American traditionals, and original 

compositions. Oak Cliff non-profits, service organizations 
and businesses are invited to participate in the Centennial 
with historic and current information booths. 

In addition, the Texas Theater is presenting a showing 
of the classic movie “Meet Me in St. Louis” at 7:30 pm. 
A Lake Cliff Park historical exhibit will be on display, 

provided by the City 
of Dallas Municipal 
Archives. Lake 
Cliff Neighborhood 
Association will present 
a photographic record 
of “Oak Cliff at Lake 
Cliff”. The Old Oak 
Cliff Conservation 
League is sponsoring 
a juried essay contest 
about local history and 

preservation with a sizable prize. A period dress contest 
will be held, with prizes for best male and best female 
costume awarded (must be present to win). Picnic fare will 
be available from food trucks. 

For more information, contact Barbara Barbee via email at 
babs2540@gmail.com.
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What’s happening around  town...
Here’s a quick list.  Be sure to visit www.greendallas.net/green_events.html for our calendar and a link to Green Source DFW.

The information posted here is taken from www.greensourcedfw.org.  The City of Dallas cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information listed herein.  Interested parties should visit the 
web sites listed on Green Source DFW to verify times and locations for the events listed here.

Promise of Peace Garden: Okra Palooza  11:00 am - 3:00 pm

In its 5th year, Okrapalooza continues to bring East Dallas a unique okra cook-off with live music, beer and 
specialty okra dishes. Celebrity chefs and Home-Cooks come together in the Dallas-Fort Worth area to present 
their best okra dishes to compete for the title of Okrapalooza champion of the world. Tickets include okra dish 
tastings & sides, free local beer, and live music. All proceeds benefit the Promise of Peace Community Garden 
Each, the farm to table movement, and programming for at risk youths.  Cost: $35/person

For more information, visit http://okrapalooza.com/

Location:  The Lot, 7530 East Grand Avenue, Dallas, TX 75214

Sunday,

September 14th

Tuesday,

September 9th

Twelve Hills Nature Center: Work Day    8:00 am - 10:00 am

Help remove invasive plants that are growing by leaps and bounds with the warm weather. Bring work gloves, 
sun hats and sun protection, water, and your favorite tools for weeding.

For more information, contact Marcie Haley at 214-535-9373 or marcieh@gmail.com

Location:  Twelve Hills Nature Center, 817 Mary Cliff Drive , Dallas, TX 75208

Sunday,

September 14th

Blackland Native Prairie Association of Texas        6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

The Native Prairies Association of Texas Dallas Chapter now has a name: Blackland Native Prairie Association 
of Texas (BNPAT). This newly formed chapter is a branch of the Native Prairies Association of Texas and will 
represent 13 Blackland counties: Collin, Ellis, Fannin, Grayson, Henderson, Hunt, Kaufman, Lamar, Navarro, Rains, 
Rockwall and Van Zandt.   At this meeting, members will be asked to give input on projects, workshops, field trips 
and other activities that they would like implemented in the coming year.

For more information, contact Leigh Ann Ellis at laellis55@aol.com

Location:  St John’s Episcopal School, 848 Harter Road , Dallas, TX, 75218

Tuesday,

September 23rd

City of Dallas: Composting &  Vermi-Composting 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Learn how to start an outdoor composting project and how to create an indoor Vermi-composting bin. The class 
covers what is compost and why it is valuable, how to choose a composting method, what compost can do 
for your yard and your garbage, what is Vermi-composting and what it means to be a “worm-farmer”, and what 
you need to get started and stay motivated?  The class will be led by Kathleen Graham, City of Dallas Master 
Composter and long time Lake Highlands resident.

To register, visit http://www.dontwastetoday.com/index.html

Location:  Lake Highlands United Methodist Church, 9015 Plano Road, Dallas 75238 

Audubon Dallas: Owls Among Us    7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Learn ways to attract owls and make our community more owl  friendly. Learn more about the owls that call Dallas 
home and study owl anatomy, species distribution and conservation issues. Speaker: Benjamin Jones, director 
of Trinity River Audubon Center in Dallas.

For more information, visit http://www.audubondallas.org/

Location:  CC Young Retirement Center, 4847 W Lawther Drive , Dallas, TX 75214

Thursday,

September 18th
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On Saturday, September 27th, visit these Dallas locations to drop off your medications!

High Schools
Woodrow Wilson         100 South Glasgow Drive, Dallas, TX 75214

Bryan Adams           2101 Millmar Dr. Dallas, TX 75228

Skyline  7777 Forney Road, Dallas, TX 75227

Justin F. Kimball        3606 S. Westmoreland Rd., Dallas, TX 75211

Thomas Jefferson  4001 Walnut Hill Lane, Dallas, TX 75229

Hillcrest  9924 Hillcrest Road, Dallas, TX 75230

David W. Carter  1819 W. Wheatland Road, Dallas, TX 75232

Walgreens Pharmacies
Walgreens   3418 McKinney Avenue, Dallas, TX 75204

Walgreens  11403 E. Northwest Hwy., Dallas, TX 75218

Walgreens  2060 S. Buckner Blvd., Dallas, TX 75217

Walgreens   438 W. Illinois Avenue, Dallas, TX 75224

Walgreens   3732 W. Northwest Hwy., Dallas, TX 75220

Walgreens  18207 Midway Road, Dallas, TX 75287

Walgreens   5101 S. Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX 75241



El sábado, 27 de septiembre de visitar estos lugares Dallas a dejar sus medicamentos!

Las escuelas secundarias
Woodrow Wilson         100 South Glasgow Drive, Dallas, TX 75214

Bryan Adams           2101 Millmar Dr. Dallas, TX 75228

Skyline  7777 Forney Road, Dallas, TX 75227

Justin F. Kimball        3606 S. Westmoreland Rd., Dallas, TX 75211

Thomas Jefferson  4001 Walnut Hill Lane, Dallas, TX 75229

Hillcrest  9924 Hillcrest Road, Dallas, TX 75230

David W. Carter  1819 W. Wheatland Road, Dallas, TX 75232

Farmacias Walgreens
Walgreens   3418 McKinney Avenue, Dallas, TX 75204

Walgreens  11403 E. Northwest Hwy., Dallas, TX 75218

Walgreens  2060 S. Buckner Blvd., Dallas, TX 75217

Walgreens   438 W. Illinois Avenue, Dallas, TX 75224

Walgreens   3732 W. Northwest Hwy., Dallas, TX 75220

Walgreens  18207 Midway Road, Dallas, TX 75287

Walgreens   5101 S. Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX 75241


